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WATCHING SPIRITS. 

No intelligent person questions the fact, 
evident indeed to our sight, that the earth 
on which we live forms a very small portion 
of the creation of God. We behold myriads 
of worlds sown thickly through space, and 
science discovers still more of the immensity 
of the material system ; while the volume of 
inspiration teaches us, when we consider the 
heavens, to remember the insignificance of 
man. But beyond the mere existence of 
those starry worlds shining in the spacious 
firmament, and those systems whose laws are 
the study of science, it gives us knowledge 
of nothing concerning them. We occupy a 
point in the universe isolated from commu- 
1* 
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10 WATCHING SPIBITS. 

nication with the rest. The measureless dis- 
tances that separate our planet from others, 
and the laws of our being, place us in a state 
of as complete seclusion as if no other orders 
of intelligent creatures existed. Yet we be- 
lieve, and with reason, that the orbs within 
our view are peopled with beings capable of 
love and obedience to the Supreme Creator. 
WhUe every part of this globe teems with 
life, it cannot be supposed that the beauty 
and glory lavished on other works of the same 
Almighty hand are unseen by creatures able 
to find their happiness in the contemplation. 
The universal belief, too, in the existence of 
intelligent beings of a nature diflferent and 
superior to our own, is of itself a sufficient 
argument, since the unaided intellect of man 
would never have reached such a conception 
It was originally revealed to him with thf 
idea of Deity, and though marred and de- 
faced by his sensual perceptions, could not be 
lost. Thus, in eveiy age his fancy has peo- 
pled the distant regions of space, as well as 
this earth, with creatures of various intellect- 
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WATCHING 8PIBITS. 11 

ual capacities and moral natures, for tlie most 
part wearing a form of etherealized matter. 
The gods of heathen mythology, the various 
races created by popular superstition, 

^^ That had their haunts in dale or pinj mountain. 
Or forest by slow stream, or pebbly brook — " 

owe their origin to the cloudy and obscure 
knowledge derived from this original revela- 
tion. 

There is a fitness apparent to reason in the 
circumstances of our earthly abode ; and not 
the least in its state of separation from the 
rest of the imiverse. The moral system in 
which we are placed, as a fallen race destined 
to restoration through faith, requires an iso- 
lation from other worlds peopled with sinless 
creatures, and a limitation of vision, so that 
** the things eternal " may not be evident to 
mortal sense. Man is thus shut up, in Mb 
narrow area of experience, to a simple depen- 
dence on the testimony of God, having no 
ftirther knowledge of the divine government 
than is necessary for his submission and ad- 
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12 WATCHING SPIBIT8. 

vantage. Faith is to him the only " evidence 
of things unseen." Yet enough is revealed 
to teach him that he sustains mysterious re- 
lations to other orders of creatures ; that 
in the distant places of creation, interest and 
sympathy are felt for him, and that a golden 
chain of union binds all in harmony to the 
throne of Deity. It is therefore not irreve- 
rent or unprofitable to consider the intima- 
tions given on this subject in the Book of 
Truth, to meditate on our interests and du- 
ties in connection with it, and to ponder on 
the disclosures thus vouchsafed of the grace 
and condescension of Him who created the 
heavens and the earth, and makes it the hap- 
piness of aU to obey his conmiandments. The 
theme opens a noble field for reflection ; one 
which the contents of volumes would scarcely 
exhaust. It has been treated by other wri- 
ters, able and commissioned to dispense in- 
struction. Gaston, in his " Concordance," has 
collected a series of texts illustrative of the 
character of holy and fallen angels ; Dwight 
and Bishop Heber have each written a series 
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WATCHING SPIBIT8, 13 

of sermons on the subject ; Chalmers' Astro- 
nomical Discourses enter upon it, and the in- 
teresting work of " Charlotte Elizabeth " — 
" Principalities and Powers " — ^is an elaborate 
treatise upon the nature, attributes and char- 
acter of the angelic creation. Briefly trar 
versing the same ground, the following 
essay may present, moreover, a few sugges- 
tive thoughts on some important points which 
have been overlooked, or too hastily glanced 
at by others. 

The account of the formation of man in 
Genesis, gives us reason to suppose that he 
was made capable of communication with 
spiritual natures. " The Lord breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life f he received 
direct from tlie Source of all existence that 
principle which constituted him a living 
soul; which brought him into brotherhood 
with angels and arch-angels, and into a filial 
relationship to the Father of spirits. He was 
habitually conscious of the presence of Deity, 
and enjoyed the exalted privilege of daily 
communion with his Maker. His soul, free 
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14 WATCHIl^G 8PIEITS. 

from every taint of sin, and wearing the xm- 
obscnred image of God, lived upon this inef- 
fable communion. Whatever was ite nature, 
whether it took place directly or indirectly 
'through a medium, — one thing is certain, — 
it was perfect and unrestrained. It was the 
loving appeal of children to a kind Parent, 
answered by larger expressions of bounteous 
love. The words " they heard the voice of 
the Lord God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day ^ —open a wonderful extent of 
vision in regard to the primeval state of man, 
thus privileged and exalted, — and of the con- 
dition of earth, thus highly honored as the 
favorite resort of Him who had called its 
beauty into existence. 

It is apparent from the sacred record that 
these visits were some more evident manifes- 
tation of the Deity than we may conceive of 
as communicated to the soul by the most 
vivid perception of God^s Omnipresence, and 
that it was not like the indwelling of his 
Spirit with the Christian. The knowledge of 
his pervading presence must have been con- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



WATCHING SPIBIT8. 16 

tinual, whereas this manifestation was occar 
sional, though it may have been frequent. 
In man^s state of innocence it was doubtless 
the source of his highest happiness. It must 
have been something eirtemal, and discerni- 
ble by the senses ; for when conscious of sin, 
Adam strove to hide himself from it, and 
made excuse by pleading his nakedness. It 
does not become us to indulge in conjectures 
on a matter concerning which it has not 
pleased the Divine Spirit to give us informa- 
tion ; but the fact of such a manifestation, and 
the habitual familiar intercourse — as friend 
with friend — ^held between God and man, 
shows the elevated position assigned him in 
the intelligent creation, and strongly supports 
the conjecture that he was originally permit, 
ted to communicate freely with other holy 
beings. The garden in which the Lord God 
walked may well have been visited by the 
brightest of heaven's hierarchy, and the sons 
of God who shouted for joy in the morning 
of creation, may be readily imagined to have 
been allowed to rejoice in the loveliness of 
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16 WATCHING SPIBIT8. 

earth, to delight the sinless pair with their 
loving companionship, and encourage man to 
persevere in obedience through the proba- 
tion appointed him. 

The circumstances of the temptation, too, 
lead to the inference that to onr first parents 
a free and unreserved intercourse was allow- 
ed with beings of a higher order. Man be- 
ing pure and sinless in thought, it was neces- 
sary that the tempter should assail him from 
without ; for there was no ground within on 
which to build the frame-work. Probably 
accustomed to spiritual communications ad- 
dressed to their senses, it caused little or no 
surprise to hear insidious words from the 
mouth of the serpent. Andreini, in his 
"Adam" — ^the mystery which suggested to 
Milton the idea of his great poem, makes 
the serpent explain the miracle of his pos- 
session of speech by saying he had acquired 
the power in tasting the forbidden fruit ; but 
without indulging in poetic fancies, we may 
suppose it likely that Eve perceived at once 
.she was addressed by a spirit, speaking in 
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the form of the animaL This appears evi 
dent from her defence afterwards : " The ser- 
pent beguiled me : " not — ^I saw the miracu- 
lous eflfect of the fruit on the serpent. She 
felt, when the mischief was done, that she 
had been deceived by a malign power supe- 
rior in intellect to herself. 

With the faU of man his free and friendly- 
intercourse with sinless beings no doubt 
ceased. It was no longer a pleasure to them 
to visit earth, accursed on account of sin ; the 
thoughts and feelings of human beings were 
no longer in harmony with theirs. Those 
swiffc-winged messengers of God, who in their 
capacity to study and comprehend the works 
of creation and Providence, were accustomed 
to pass to and fro through the vast and pop- 
ulous regions of space, visiting worlds and 
comparing systems — ^turned away in sadness 
from the new creation, so lately the scene of 
exultant joy and praise. Their natures 
shrank from contact with beings tainted with 
moral evil, in whom the poison of sin was 
working unto death. Thenceforward to all 
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18 WATCHING SPIRITS. 

eternity their relations to man would have 
been only those of hostility, had not a new 
and wondrous development of the purposes 
and attributes of God, a new evolution in the 
history of creation, arrested their attention 
and fixed it with absorbing interest upon the 
world they had deemed abandoned to evil. 
They were employed by the Supreme in the 
execution of his sentence. When Adam and 
Eve were driven from the garden, " cherubim 
and a flaming sword^' were placed to keep 
the way of the tree of life. They were sent 
also with messages of mercy from the throne 
of Divine government to the province where 
the standard of rebellion had been erect- 
ed. 

"While those pure creatures, though ready 
in obedience to God^s command to visit 
earth, no longer sought companionship with 
man, and he was cut off from that familiar 
intercourse with them which had been his 
privilege, it cannot be questioned that man 
remained, and does still remain capable of 
receiving communications from spiritual be- 
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ings. Let not this be denied because none 
can tell how it is accomplished. There is no 
more difficulty in supposing that they com- 
municate thoughts to men than that men do 
to each other. There are many means by 
which this is done besides words: — as by 
pictures or letters ; or by tones and gestures, 
or significant silence, sometimes more expres- 
sive than language itself. Each of these 
modes, so common among us, would be 
utterly inconceivable to any who had never 
witnessed or practised them. How often does 
the play of feature, or the habitual expression 
of the human countenance, disclose the 
character ! and how incapable would one 
who had never enjoyed the sense of sight, be 
of understanding this method of discerning 
the thoughts and intents of the heart ! It is 
therefore irrational to doubt that another 
order of spirits may communicate thoughts 
to each other, may understand ours, and 
impart suggestions, notwithstanding that 
these must be done without the aid of the 
senses. 
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20 WATCHING BPIBITS. 

We know that the Spirit of God commimes 
with us, yet are we in no way conscious of 
his agency : we cannot tell whence He cometh, 
nor whither He goeth. It is only by " the 
fruits of the Spirit*' — ^faith, love and joy, that 
we may mark the commencement and pro- 
gress of his blessed work. 

Those who believe that man may look 
forward after death to a higher sphere of 
existence, admit the fact that there are other 
beings in the state to which he aspires. 
Eeason concludes also that a part of their 
happiness may consist in works of love and 
mercy to us their inferiors, expressive of 
their gratitude to our common Benefactor. 
Before pursuing this train of thought, let us 
briefly glance at the view afforded us in 
Scripture of their nature and character. 
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THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS. 

The scriptures teach us that God employs 
as special agents or messengers, an order of 
beings invested with eminent dignity and 
endowed with vast capacities. They existed 
before the foundation of the earth, and 
rejoiced when the new system was called into 
being, as at another manifestation of the 
power and goodness of the Creator. They 
are called in the Bible by various names; 
each illustrative of the qualities and privi- 
leges by which they are distinguished, or 
indicative of their peculiar office. The title 
" sons of God" expresses a near and endeared 
relation to the Deity; that of "morning 
stars," — ^their majesty and splendor ; that of 
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22 WATCHING 8PIEITS. 

"cherubim and serapliim,'' — ^the knowledge 
and holiness that belong to them. In like 
manner, they are called " angels,^ to indicate 
their habitual employment — ^performing the 
mission of the Most High ; and " princes, 
thrones, and dominions^ in reference to the 
power and mle vested in them. They are 
likened to fire for their purity, swiftness and 
strength. Their numbers are countless. 
David saw twenty thousand chariots en- 
camped around Mount Zion; the Bible 
speaks of twelve legions who would have 
rushed, at Messiah's command, upon his 
enemies ; of a mighty array assembled at the 
hiU of Dotham ; of thousands of thousands 
and ten thousand times ten thousand whom 
Daniel saw standing before the Ancient of 
Days ; and how vast the multitude which in 
Apocalyptic vision St. John beheld standing 
on the sea of glass, and around the throne 
of God and the Lamb ! The noblest created 
attributes are theirs ; they are the most 
elevated and illustrious of all intelligent 
creatures, and to them are entrusted the first 
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MINISTRY OF ANGELS. 23 

offices in the Divine administration. Having 
every thonglit and desire subordinate to 
God's will, inspired with an ardent zeal for 
His glory, their delight is to perform His 
pleasure, and they find their chief joy in 
fulfilling His commandments and hearkening 
to the voice of his word. They have near 
access to their Maker ; contemplate his 
character, and learn his attributes, while 
their noblest end and aim are to glorify 
Him and their continual and delightftd oc- 
cupation to praise his holy name for the 
wondrous works which He has done. 

The power with which these bright and 
holy beings are endowed is great beyond 
our conception. " They excel in strength.'* 
By this expression of the Psalmist we are 
taught to believe them the mightiest of liv- 
ing creatures. This is proved by the works 
assigned to them in the Bible. They stand 
in God's presence to execute his commands ; 
they concentrate in their minds the expe- 
rience and wisdom of many thousand years, 
send comprehensive glances through all the 
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24 WATCHING SPIBITS, 

kingdoms of nature, and understand as far 
as their capacity enables them the ways 
of Providence. Their footsteps are planted 
in the deep, and in the clouds they fulfil 
his word. Irresistible and terrible are they 
in executing the judgments of Omnipotence 
upon rebellious man. A hostile army lay- 
ing siege to Jerusalem, is destroyed by 
the stroke of a single angelic messenger, 
commissioned to fulfil the dread mandate. 
" Then the angel of the Lord went forth, 
and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an 
hundred and four score and five thousand: 
and when they arose early in the morning, 
behold, they were all dead corpses." By an 
angel the Lord smote the first bom at mid- 
night throughout Egypt, when he passed 
through the midst to desolate the land, and 
suffered not the destroyer to enter into the 
houses marked with the blood upon the lin- 
tel. So too when David had sinned in num- 
bering Israel and Judah, and the wrath of 
the Lord was kindled — and the king, per- 
mitted to choose one of three things for his 
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MINI8TBY OF ANGELS. 26 

piinisliment, liad chosen "to fall into the 
hand of the Lord," an angel, commanded to 
inflict the stroke of pestilence — "stretched 
out his hand npon Jerusalem to destroy it." 
" The Lord repented him of the evil, and 
said to the angel that destroyed the peo- 
ple, ' It is enough ; stay now thine hand.' " 
Then followed the sublime vision of the 
avenger: "And David lifted up his eyes, 
and saw the angel of the Lord stand between 
the earth and the heaven, having a drawn 
sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusa- 
lem. Then David and the elders of Israel 
who were clothed in sackcloth fell upon their 
faces." The appeal of David for mercy was 
answered by the angel with a command that 
he should set up an altar, and call upon the 
Lord ; and when he had oflfered burnt offer- 
ings and peace offerings, and the answer had 
been given from heaven by fire upon the altar, 
" the Lord commanded the angel, and he put 
up his sword again into the sheath thereof." 

In the splendid picture here presented to 
the imagination — ^we know not which most 
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to marvel at — ^the majesty of the commis- 
sioned avenger seen in the act of smiting 
the city — or the mercy of Him who " re- 
pented him of the evil," stayed the destroy- 
er's hand, and directed the means by which 
the wrath should be turned away. As an 
illustration of the power given to the mes- 
sengers of God, it is striking and impressive. 
Many other instances of angelic power are 
recorded in the Scriptures. When these glo- 
rious creatures appear to rebuke or chastise 
sin, their aspect is terrible to transgressors. 
For fear of the angel who rolled away the 
stone from the Redeemer's sepulchre, "the 
keepers did shake, and became as dead men ;" 
for "his countenance was like lightning." 
The power of an angel closed the mouths 
of the hungry lions, when Daniel was cast 
into the den. They are warriors, who were 
engaged in actual conflict with the powers of 
darkness, when there was war in heaven, and 
Michael and his angels fought against the 
dragon. Even Daniel, " the man greatly be- 
loved," when he saw the vision of the angel, 
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" his eyes as the appearance of lightning, and 
his face as lamps of fire," — ^while a great quak- 
ing fell upon the men who were with him, so 
that they fled to hide themselves — ^was over- 
powered at the sight, and there remained no 
strength in him. Manoah and his wife, when 
the angel that appeared unto them ascended 
in the flame of the altar, feU on their faces 
to the ground: and even the apostle to 
whom was revealed the vision of things to 
be, fell down to worship before the feet of 
the angel whose office it was to show them. 
How grand the idea given in his Revelation 
of the power and majesty of the angels sent 
forth to execute the Divine will ! The 
"strong angel proclaiming with a loud 
voice f — ^the " four angels standing on the 
four comers of the earth, holding the four 
winds ;" — ^the " angel ascending from the 
east, having the seal of the living God ;" 
the seven angels who sounded the seven 
trumpets; the "mighty angel come down 
from heaven, clothed with a cloud, and a 
rainbow upon his head, and his face as it 
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were the sun^ and his feet as pillars of fire f 
the angel he saw " come down from heaven 
having great power, and the earth was 
lightened with his glory;" and he who 
came down "having the key of the bot- 
tomless pit, and a great chain in his hand f 
all visions emblematic of the stupendous 
events brought about in the history of the 
Church — are well suited to impress us with 
a lofty conception of the attributes of those 
chosen agents of the Divine wilL How sub- 
lime also the language of the Psalmist — 
** The chariots of God are twenty thousand, 
even thousands of angels," and how exalted 
must be the nature of those creatures whom 
the Almighty makes the instruments of his 
power and his movements in his created 
universe ! 

These potent warriors of heaven, whose 
lightning looks and flaming swords render 
their aspect so powerful, are yet pre-emi- 
nent in beauty. All the perfect works of 
the Creator are lovely, but the countenance 
of one of his holy angels must excel all cre- 
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ated objects, because the higliest perfection 
of moral and intellectual beauty is there 
combined; the attributes of majesty and 
grandeur are united with the most attractive 
meekness, purity and grace. No thought of 
evil, no unruly passion, has ever marred 
the serenity of an angel's face; immortal 
youth is his, with all its gentle and winning 
qualities, as well as its undecaying vigor; 
and basking in the unclouded eflfiilgence of 
the Divine countenance, he reflects the im- 
age of its benignant glory. Believing that 
the angels possess material bodies, though 
spiritual and glorified, such as our grosser 
senses could not apprehend, — ^and that the 
Creator who has lavished so much of love- 
liness on the things of this earth, has put 
honor on them as the noblest of all his 
works, it is impossible to conceive of any 
more captivating display of the perfect 
beauty which is the fitting emblem and ex- 
pression of their holiness; which should 
clothe the favored beings who are nearest to 
God, and wear his likeness. 
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In intellectual feculties and knowledge, 
the angels likewise are exalted above other 
ranks of creatures. They drink from the 
Fountain of aU light; they behold contin- 
ually the face of their Father, and offer unto 
him the praises echoed from the uttermost 
limits of creation. Their mission to distant 
parts of the universe — ^the ministry in which 
they are as a " flaming fire'' — and the charge 
entrusted to them — ^pre-suppose an extent 
of capacity and knowledge far beyond hu- 
man conception. Their wisdom is occasion- 
ally referred to in the Bible, — as where the 
suppliant of Tekoah compares the wisdom 
of King David to that of an angel of God. 
The very phrase — "his angels he charges 
with foUy" — ^intended by a figure to express 
the incomparable wisdom of Omniscience — 
shows that none more elevated in this re- 
spect among finite beings could have been 
referred to ; in the same manner as Infinite 
purity is set forth by the poetical saying — 
"The heavens are not clean in his sight." 

In holiness, too, these gifted and wondrous 
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creatures excel. They bum with zeal for 
the honor of God, and with love to his 
name. Spotless in purity, they abhor all 
evil, and delight only in performing the Di- 
vine will ; their whole nature and character 
— ^their every action — ^bears the inscription — 
Holiness to the Lord. In his service they 
engage in conflict with the infernal hosts 
and execute vengeance against the enemies 
of his name ; for his pleasure they encamp 
around them that fear Him, bear them up in 
their hands, and are continually employed in 
the watch and care of his saints. The fidel- 
ity and tenderness of their care, their lov- 
ing patience with wayward men, and the 
indignation they manifest against those evil 
spirits who oppose themselves against God, 
attest their righteousness and their holy de- 
testation of whatever militates against the 
Divine purpose. With this holiness, severe 
as its expression becomes when the Master 
they love is rebelled against and insulted, 
mark their gentleness and meekness ! They 
dare not bring railing accusations even 
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against the enemies of all virtue. They 
are far from pride in the splendor which 
invests them; in all their ways they ac- 
knowledge entire dependence on their Ma- 
ker ; nor do they act save in willing obe- 
dience to his commandments. Mark their 
humiKty of bearing— their alax^rity in serv- 
ing beings inferior to them in nature and 
faculties, and so debased by sin that the 
sight of them must be repulsive, were it pos- 
sible for these holy ones to feel repugnance 
towards any services to which they are ap- 
pointed. Mark, too, their compassion for hu- 
man sorrow and their gracious sympathy with 
man, for whose sake they are armed against 
the powers of darkness. If philanthropy 
may be so pure and noble among men who 
have had the heavenly principle implanted 
by faith in their hearts, how tender and fer- 
vent must it be in the breasts of those who 
have no darkness nor corruption to check its 
heaven-aspiring flame ! The benevolence of 
an angel, it has been truly observed, " may 
shoot over the mighty expanse of planets 
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and systems, yet lavish tenderness on each 
individual of their teeming population.^' 

As we gather ideas of the character and 
attributes of angels from the copious no- 
tices of them in Scripture, what exalted 
views do we obtain of the future state of 
believers, who, our Saviour has expressly de- 
clared, shall be " equal to the angels.^ These 
morning stars, these principdities and powers 
in heavenly places, are to be the companions 
throughout eternity, of those who have come 
out of great tribulation ; who have " washed 
their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.^ Man, originally, was 
made lower than the angels; he forfeited 
the promise of life by the first covenant, but 
by the second Adam, those who attain to 
the resurrection of life are permitted to 
enter heaven on terms of honor with the 
highest there. A new song is put into the 
mouth of the redeemed, which is sweeter 
than even the sound of the harps of sera- 
phim and cherubim. The only rivalry 
which can exist among the blest inhabitants 
2* 
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of heaven, will be in rendering praise to 
God and the Lamb ; and herein those to 
whom much has been forgiven may well ex- 
pect to lift the most exalted strains. 

The barrier to intercourse between man 
and angels must have remained forever im- 
passable, had he been left, as were superior 
beings who kept not their first estate — ^in a 
state of revolt, and under the curse of the 
violated law. But a ransom was provided : 
the Son of God became the propitiation for 
our sins; overtures of reconciliation were 
made to the fallen race ; and to those who 
by the precious blood of our Lord and Sav- 
viour Jesus Christ, became " heirs of salva- 
tion" — the angels of heaven were made 
"ministering spirits." "Sent forth to min- 
ister" to the children of the new covenant, 
their work is done with sympathy, alacrity, 
and love. They mark with attentive eye 
the concerns of earth, and rejoice in the grace 
of God, which permits them to bear a part 
in the contest which is continually going on 
with the Prince of this world, and the pow- 
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ers of evil. They joy in the privilege of 
communicating blessings to the chosen of 
God who are yet in exile, of whispering 
comfort to them in sorrow, of supporting 
them in temptation, and finally, of bearing 
them away, when released by death, to their 
own abode of perfect feHcity. 

The testimonies of Scripture to the minis- 
try of angels are numerous and explicit. 
The happy beings described as partaking of 
the enjoyments of heaven are also repre- 
sented as battling with the dragon and his 
angels ; bearing messages to prophets, keep- 
ing guard over the servants of the Most 
High ; as anxious witnesses of the pro- 
gress of Messiah's kingdom; as mingling 
in the converse of mortals, and watching 
the believer in his pilgrimage. The ques- 
tion has been raised, by specious reason- 
ers who, acknowledging the general super- 
vision and care of God, are unwilling to be- 
lieve in any special divine interposition in 
the case of particular occurrences,^ — ^whether 
such expressions are not capable of a figura- 
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tive meaning; whether "by the angels who 
are said, in Scripture, to encamp around the 
righteous, any thing more is intended than 
to express in lively colors and imagery fa- 
miliar to eastern eloquence the watchful care 
and ready help of Providence; or at most 
those powers of the material world which 
are wielded by the immediate and invisible 
sway of Him who " maketh the winds his 
messengers'' — ^and to whose call the light- 
nings answer. The famine, the pestilence 
and the sword, are apostrophised and per- 
sonified as his servants in the same glowing 
flights of oratory; and his glory is said to 
be proclaimed, and his praises sung, by 'the 
deep,' ' the mountains,' ' the cornfields,' and the 
'morning stars.' We know what is meant 
when Minerva reminds Achilles of that 
which his own reason might weU have sug- 
gested to him ; and the prudence of Jacob, 
and the blessing which the Almighty be- 
stowed on his labors, might with equal pro- 
priety be described as ' the angel' which 
led him by the way, and delivered him in 
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all liis troubles. There are instances in the 
Apocalyptic visions where the mortal pro- 
tectors of the church, or the mortal invaders 
of the Eoman empire are supposed to be al- 
legorically described as angels engaged in 
the execution of God's judgments. The 
plagues and diseases which befel the I^yp- 
tians are spoken of by the Psalmist as " evil 
angels among them f and a very little ex- 
tension of the same principle may lead us to 
suppose that no more was meant by the words 
of Elisha (2d Kings vl 16.) than to express 
his confidence in that Divine protection 
which, in fact, did not preserve him by the 
shields and spears of any celestial guards, 
but by blinding the eyes and confusing the 
understanding of the Syrians sent to surprise 
him."* 

" Why, indeed,'' it has been further asked, 
"should such intermediate agents be em- 
ployed by a God who is Onmipresent and 
Almighty ? It is only the imperfection and 
weakness of earthly monarchs which are dis- 
* Sermon by Bishop Heber. 
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guised by the flimsy veil of solemn and cer- 
emonious attendance, and whicli compel 
them to receive their information or accom- 
plish their designs through the eyes and 
hands of othera. But how different is the 
case with Him who beholds, embraces, per- 
vades and sustains the universe; and how 
superfluous does it seem, to crowd the court 
of heaven with these unmeaning pageants, 
whose praises and homage can confer no 
honor on Him from whom aU things are de- 
rived ; whose swiftness is idle with Him from 
whom nothing can escape, and whose fiery 
chariots are but an empty show in His pre- 
sence who needs but withhold his breath to 
reduce his enemies to their original nothing ! 
It is more reasonable, then," they teU us, 
" and more reverential towards the Almighty, 
to give an allegorical interpretation to pas- 
sages which are susceptible of it, rather than 
ascribe to Him in reality, those appendages 
of a mortal king which, however they were 
adapted to the prejudices of a wild and ig- 
norant race, are inconsistent with the more 
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enlarged ideas Christians should entertain of 
his nature." 

These bold reasoners treat with as little 
ceremony the visions of angels, so frequently- 
recorded in the Sacred Volume. "They 
were condescensions," they tell us, " to the 
prejudices and weaknesses of mankind; a 
part of those paraphernalia of an earthly 
potentate, which it pleased God to assume in 
his intercourse with the Jewish people, and 
no more to be received as real existences 
than the sapphire pavement and crystal can- 
opy of his throne, and the wheels full of 
eyes on which Ezekiel beheld Him drawn by 
cherubim. In all these appearances there 
are many things," they proceed, "which 
even the warmest advocates of the literal in- 
terpretation must admit to be illusions only. 
Even if angels exist, there are few who sup- 
pose that spirits are attired in such white and 
flowing robes as they have presented to the 
eyes of mortals ; that they are furnished, ac- 
cording to the occupations in which they are 
engaged, with harps, or inkhoms, or slaughter- 
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weapons ; or that they keep guard, in the 
array of ancient warriors, with chariots and 
horses of material fire at the door of God's 
distinguished servants. But if these circum- 
stances are illusive, how much remains which 
is to be accounted real ? Or where is the 
difficulty in supposing that (as God avow- 
edly condescends to the imperfection of his 
creatures) the forms themselves, to which 
this attire belongs, may be no more than 
splendid phantoms, employed by God to im- 
press on the mind of the beholder a sense of 
his power, his presence, or his protection; 
but phantoms still, not real or intelligent 
personages, and without habitation or exist- 
ence except in the imagination of those 
whom God has been thus pleased to visit or 
enlighten ?" 

In this way, it has been suggested, the an- 
cient Sadducees must have made their denial 
of angels accord with the authority of the 
books of Moses. The same opinions have 
been advanced by Dr. Priestley. 

The learned and reverend author quoted, 
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says, in reply to such objections: **It is, 
in the first place, allowed on all sides, 
that the allusions to angels as existing, and 
the express or impHcit assertions of their ex- 
istence and agency, are in the Sacred Vol- 
ume extremely numerous and forcible. There 
are, indeed, not much less than a hundred 
passages in the Old and New Testaments 
where angels are spoken of as real and ac- 
tive creatures, and servants of the Most 
High, or where they are actually described 
as having appeared to mortals, not in dreams 
or prophetic visions, but openly, and to the 
waMng eyes of many persons together. 

" Now, of the texts which assert or imply 
their existence, there are many which can- 
not, without the greatest violence to the pro- 
priety of language, be regarded as rhetorical 
figures. When Daniel expressed his convic- 
tion that " God had sent his angel to stop 
the lions' mouths'' — ^is it likely that he would 
have said this to a heathen sovereign, had 
he not believed in the reality of such a mis- 
sion ? When the Psalmist speaks of man as 
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" made a Kttle lower than the angels,^ could 
he mean that a real existence is at all infe- 
rior to a phantom ? or a rational being to 
the accidents of the material world, however 
figuratively described, or however providen- 
tiaUy directed ? Is it of a band of shadows, 
a troop of rhetorical ornaments, that Christ 
is said to be made the head ? Or can " ac- 
cidents" desire to look into the mysteries of 
the Gospel ? Are they nonentities to which, 
in the world to come, the righteous are to be 
made equal ? Or would Christ and his apos- 
tles, in describing the most solemn event in 
which the human race can be interested, 
have so luxuriated in superfluous imagery as 
to enumerate the angels among the agents 
concerned in the day of judgment, if the be- 
lief in angels be an error ? Let us pause be- 
fore we thus degrade the Holy Scriptures 
into one interminable allegory, or at least, 
place the controversy on a proper footing, 
and if the doctrine in question be absurd 
or impossible, let us abandon, as an impos- 
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tnre, the religion wHcli so authoritatively 
declares it." 

A further argument is that we know, as 
far as we can trace the opinions of the an- 
cient Jews, the word angel or spirit must 
have had for them the same meaning as 
now ; and the evil growing out of such a 
mistake, — supposing the opinion to be erro- 
neous — ^was a most perilous one. Amidst 
the warnings against idolatry contained in 
the Old Testament, would not the people 
have been guarded against the danger of 
being led to worship " the host of heaven," 
by an assurance that no such host existed, 
had such been the fact? "Was it not as 
easy for Elisha to express his trust in the 
general providence and protection of God, 
as to employ expressions obviously calculated 
to promote a popular error, and then to pray 
for a miracle by which that error might be 
confirmed ?" 

Nor is it repugnant to reason to believe 
that a Being infinitely wise and powerful 
should employ the beings he has created, 
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and require from them the fulfilment of his 
commands. We may see both good and 
evil men made instruments in the daily dis- 
pensations of his Providence, which, assur- 
edly, He has power to carry on without their 
interference. 

Another question is proposed to such as 
suppose angelic apparitions to have been 
illusions sent by God, and intended as proofe 
of his presence and protection. Is not this 
very illusion — ^the writer asks — "God him- 
self assuming a particular form, declaring, 
in the likeness of a cloud, a fire, a man in 
long linen garments, or a being with six 
wings and four faces, his power and his 
gracious pleasure? But whence comes it 
then, that the persons thus described have 
spoken of themselves as 'sent' by God, 
as acting under his authority, as his ser- 
vants, yea, and the fellow-servants of them 
' that have the testimony of Jesus ? ' * See 
thou do it not' — ^were the words of the an- 
gel when St. John bowed down before him : 
* I am thy fellow-servant : worship God.' " 
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The particular instances of angelic minis- 
tration recorded in Scripture deserve earn- 
est consideration, being suggestive of solemn 
warning and instruction, and teaching us 
how strict is their watch over individuals of 
our race. — Hagar, fleeing from the face of 
her mistress, was found by an angel in the 
wilderness, and directed to return, while a 
gracious promise was given that her seed 
should be multiplied exceedingly, so that it 
should not be numbered for multitude. His 
message was delivered in the name of the 
Lord, whose interposition the fugitive ac- 
knowledged, expressing her consciousness of 
his presence and Omniscience in the name 
given to Him who spoke to her. 

A remarkable picture is presented to our 
view in the visit of angels to Abraham. 
The patriarch, sitting in his tent door in the 
heat of the day, received the three approach- 
ing strangers with oriental respect and hos- 
pitality. He did not at first sight, probably, 
perceive the real character of the mysterious 
visitors, but the promise of a son revealed 
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the heavenly message and presence. Again, 
two angels, doubtless the same that had ap- 
peared to Abraham, came to Sodom, to save 
the family of Lot from the destruction that 
was about to descend on the cities of the 
plain. Well might he say to God, when Jed 
forth by those celestial visitants — "Thou 
hast magnified thy mercy, which Thou hast 
showed xmto me in saving my life." How 
striking is this instance of angelic interposi- 
tion — ^in exhibiting the mercy of God, the 
obedience of his messengers and their tender 
guardianship of the mortals they were com- 
manded to succor! With deliberate care, 
with earnest warning, they provide for, and 
hasten his departure, laying hold upon his 
hand while he lingers, leading him and his 
family from the city, and urging on him 
the necessity of instant flight. When Lot 
pleaded for the small city in which he de- 
sired to take refuge, with what gracious con- 
descension was his petition granted ! How 
mercifully was the storm of vengeance held 
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back, till lie fled beyond its react ! " I.can- 
not do any thing till thou be come thither.'' 
The uplifted sword cannot Ml — ^the destroy- 
ing arm must delay to strike, till the one 
family in a nation of sinners, whose head 
feared the Lord, is saved from impending 
ruin. Such is the protecting care and good- 
ness of God, exercised towards the least of 
those who love Him and keep his command- 
ments. 

When Abraham sent his chief servant to 
seek a wife for his son among his kindred in 
the ancient Mesopotamian settlement, the 
faithful patriarch expresses his reliance on 
Divine protection for the success of the mis- 
sion. " The Lord God of Heaven — ^He shall 
send his angel before thee." He knew well 
the appointed work of those ministering vis- 
itants, and conscious of his own duty to pre- 
serve integrity of descent in the line of 
the Messiah, knew that the aid he required 
would be sent. How beautiful is this ex- 
pression of childlike confidence ! In answer 
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to another instance of the same implicit 
faith, an angel interposed to prevent the sac- 
rifice of his son. 

The dream of Jacob, in which he beheld 
" a ladder set up on the earth, and the top 
of it reached to heaven; and behold, the 
angels of God ascending and descending on 
it" — ^is a striking representation of the min- 
istry of celestial creatures, and of the mode 
of communication between the holy inhabit- 
ants of heaven and a sinful race. A door 
was opened in heaven ; the dispensation was 
crowned by Divine sanction ; the Lord him- 
self stood above the ladder, which typified 
the incarnation and death of the Kedeemer. 
Thus may Faith command both the visible 
and invisible worlds, and see that in the re- 
motest solitude 

'^ Millions of spiritual beings walk the earth 
Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep.'' 

In the Book of Daniel intimations are 
given, by which we are led to conclude that 
a leader was appointed among the angelic 
hosts, to whom the Lord entrusted the su- 
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pervision of afi&irs in the Clmrcli under the 
first dispensation. In the tenth chapter and 
thirteenth verse, the angel who talks with 
the prophet, speaks of " Michael, one of the 
chief princes ;" and in the twenty-first verse, 
calls him "Michael yonr prince." In the 
twelfth chapter he predicts the time when 
"Michael shall stand up, the great prince 
which standeth for the children of thy peo- 
ple." In the epistle of Jude, he is called 
"Michael the archangel." In the Eevela- 
tion, it is Michael who with his angels fights 
against the dragon, and expels him forever 
from heaven. Under this mighty leader the 
armies of heaven, in behalf of the inhabit- 
ants of earth, wage a conflict with the ma- 
lignant hosts who strive for onr destruction. 
And now that we have revealed to us a 
more powerful and glorious " Captain of our 
salvation," can we doubt that under Him 
the same warriors are marshalled — engaged 
incessantly in the contest which is not to be 
ended till Satan and his legions are cast out 
3 
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from the world they have spoiled, and claim 
as their lawftd possession ? 

As we trace the history of the Jewish 
chnrch, the attendance of angels is so fre- 
quently mentioned, that their appearance 
seems a matter of course in the messages 
sent by the Divine Ruler to his people. In 
the journey through the wilderness, the an- 
gel of God went with the pillar of the cloud 
before the camp of Israel, and an angel 
was promised to go before the chosen peo- 
ple, to drive out the nations in the land that 
was to be theirs. An angel intercepted the 
wicked prophet Balaam, on his way to utter 
the curse so unexpectedly turned into a bles- 
sing. And after the tribes were established 
in the promised land, the occasions were 
frequent on which these heavenly messen- 
gers appeared to bring the Lord's message. 
The first record is of the angel who came 
from Gilgal to Bochim, to remonstrate with 
the children of Israel on their disobedience 
to the command given to make no league 
with the inhabitants of the land, and to 
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throw down their altars. Again, when the 
people cried to the Lord in the distress 
brought upon them by their own sins, an 
angel brought deliverance. " There came an 
angel of the Lord, and sat under an oak 
which was in Ophrah, that pertained xmto 
Joash the Abiezrite; and his son Gideon 
threshed wheat by the wine-press, to hide it 
from the Midianites, And the angel of the 
Lord appeared unto him, and said unto 
him, ' The Lord is with thee, thou mighty 
man of valor.' And Gideon said unto him 
— ' Oh my Lord, if the Lord be with us, why 
then is all this befallen us !' " — ^The gracious 
assurance of protection is given with the 
command to go and save Israel from the 
hands of the Midianites. " Surely I will be 
with thee" — ^was a sufficient pledge of suc- 
cess. When the heavenly nature of his visi- 
tor is proved by the rising of supernatural 
fire out of the rock, to consume the flesh and 
cakes prepared by Gideon for the supposed 
prophet, he is filled with consternation, and 
exclahns, " Alas, O Lord God ! for because 
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I have seen an angel of the Lord face to 
face !" Then it is that the voice of God him- 
self bids the trembler " fear not^ 

Both in this instance and in that of Ma- 
noah and his wife, the discovery, made at the 
departure of the visitor, of his heavenly na- 
ture, alarms those to whom the message has 
been delivered. The advent of a messenger 
from Jehovah's presence might well startle 
frail mortals conscious of their own unwor- 
thiness, and of the exalted character of these 
his servants of the upper sanctuary. Even 
though appearing in human form, there was 
something of awful majesty in their aspect, 
surpassing humanity. The countenance of 
the " man of God" is described by Manoah's 
wife as " very terrible," yet such that his holy 
character could not be mistaken. It might 
have been the calm severity of spotless 
purity, fearful to the conscience of a fallen 
being; the brightness of the spirit which, 
wearing no taint of earth, could not be alto- 
gether obscured by mortal lineaments, and 
was too intense to be gazed upon by human 
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eyes. These visits of celestial beings were 
not so fipequent as to render their marvellous 
interference familiar in men's eyes; many 
years passed between them, and each visita- 
tion was to announce some wonderful deHv- 
erance for the perverse yet repentant nation. 
In the days of the kings, when the will of 
the Almighty was declared by his prophets, 
the ministration of angels was of a different 
character. It was their part to bring in- 
struction and consolation to the seers who 
declared the divine message to the chosen 
people, speaking "as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost.^ How touching, beyond 
the beauty of poetry or painting, is the pic 
ture of the angel watching the slumber of 
Elijah under the juniper tree in the wilder- 
ness! Though persecuted and forsaken of 
man, though driven out destitute and de- 
spairing, he is an object of care to one far 
nobler than himself. Even his bodily wants 
are provided for by his probably unseen 
attendant. " An angel touched him ;" it was 
time to awake from his sleep and take the 
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nourisliment he needed; and lo, there is 
placed beside him a cruse of water, and a 
cake is baked for him on the coals ! Again 
he sinks into slmnber, and again his watch- 
ful friend arouses him, that he may have 
strength for the journey. Yet to this fa- 
vored prophet the appointed ministering 
spirit did not more willingly bring succor, 
than others among the bright legions of 
heaven render service to every suflfering child 
of God. 

When the servant of Elisha, despairing at 
the sight of the host of Syria, cried out in 
terror to his master, and at the prophet's 
prayer his eyes were opened, and he saw the 
moimtain of Dothan full of horses and cha- 
riots of fire, encompassing the man of God — 
he beheld only what was actually there. 
The prophet prayed not that an angelic host 
might be sent to reassure the young man ; 
but that his eyes might be opened, that he 
might see. Thus are the saints on earth 
encompassed with heavenly guardians, and 
who knows, were he endowed with the fa- 
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culty of discemment, but that his eyes might 
open upon myriads thus employed for the 
protection and service of " those who shall 
be heirs of salvation," so that he too would 
say — " they that be with us are more than 
they that be with them." We may well be- 
lieve that the number of heavenly ones ready 
to help and serve God's human servants, is 
far greater than those opposed to them — 
whether men or devils. 

The vision Isaiah had of the seraphim 
engaged in the worship of the Lord, and the 
ministry of one of those winged and zealous 
creatures, in preparing him symbolically for 
his prophetic office by touching his hps with 
a live coal from off the altar, represents the 
angelic host as joining in the worship of their 
" feUow servants who have the testimony of 
Jesus ;" for it was of Him the prophet spake, 
and his glory that he saw. Of the " cheru- 
bim" described by EzeMel, a graceful writer 
remarks : " It seems, so far as our dim facul- 
ties may penetrate the mysterious veU, as 
though these were a peculiar order of angelic 
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creatures. The title is constantly given to 
those appearances which the Lord instructed 
Moses to place at each end of the ark of the 
testament, over the mercy seat of which they 
extended their wings : and who are nowhere 
called by the general term of angels. Their 
station, we may venture to think, is one of 
more immediate proximity to the throne of 
glory than that of others ; both from the 
position assigned to them in the material 
temple which we are told was a figure of the 
true, or heavenly house of God, and from the 
descriptions given by Ezekiel. Cherubim also 
were placed at the gate of the garden of 
Eden, to wield the terrible sword of flame 
which barred all approach — ^keeping the way 
to the tree of life. It is a most inviting field 
for the imagination to rove in — ^these glimp- 
ses of the heavenly territory and its angelic 
inhabitants : but imagination must not enter 
where we are humbly following the footsteps 
of inspiration, to speak according to the word 
of the Lord' — ^neither more nor less ; and we 
must be contented to believe, without ex- 
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pecting folly to understand what the prophet 
was enabled to convey of Ms own impressions 
of those things which he beheld ; so far, at 
least, as he makes distinct mention of beings 
whom we are tanght to consider as a part of 
the armies of heaven. Whether or not these 
appearances were real, whether the angels 
are immaterial, invisible essences, and there- 
fore impossible to be seen by ns in their 
natural state, and only clothed in the semb- 
lance of something tangible for occasional 
revelation to man, or whether the weakness 
of our powers, defiled and debilitated by 
original guilt, shuts them out from our 
mortal ken, is a point that never will be folly 
cleared up until we come to know even as we 
are known ; but there is quite as much to be 
said for the latter as for the former propo- 
sition.'' 

From the mysterious visions of EzeMel 
much instruction pertaining to our subject 
may be gained, though we cannot understand 
their full meaning. 'They were, doubtless, 
glimpses into fi;lorious realities, to be under- 
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stood when the veil of mortality shall be 
drawn aside. This revelation furnishes 
another evidence of the existence of those 
holy multitudes in our midst, employed, 
collectively and individually, in watchings 
and labors for the good of the children of 
earth. Still more encouragingly is this truth 
unfolded in the record of Daniel's prophetic 
visions. The outline of the world's history 
was laid before him in the interpretation of 
the wonders that he saw, with the grandeur 
of the final judgment ; and in all the agency 
of spiritual beings is conspicuous. " Thousand 
thousand ministered unto" the Ancient of 
days — ^and " ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood before him." Some are introduced by 
name, and others speak like familiar friends. 
It has been truly observed that " the latter 
part of the book of Daniel brings ns more 
into contact with the angels than any that 
precede it ; enabling us to form, as it were, 
an acquaintance with those whom we humbly 
hope to associate with through eternity." 
From the lips of the prophets Haggai and 
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Zecliariali, it will be remembered, came tlie 
message, in the name of the God of Israel, to 
Zerubbabel the governor, and Joshua the 
high priest, at the termination of the seventy- 
years' captivity, calling upon them to delay- 
no longer the building of the second temple. 
It was promised that its glory should exceed 
the glory of the former house built by Solo- 
mon in the height of his magnificence ; a 
promise that referred, beyond doubt, to the 
presence of Christ therein, since the latter 
temple had not the Shechinah or visible 
Presence, the Urim and Thummim, the Ark 
and its contents, or the Sacred Fire on the 
Altar ; and the spirit of prophecy ceased to 
speak after its erection. The message of 
exhortation, of warning and of promise, 
addressed by Zechariah during the progress 
of this building, to the children of the cap- 
tivity, describes a glorious vision of angels. 
The man that stood among the myrtle trees, 
and the angel that interceded for Jerusalem 
and the cities of Judah, against which the 
Lord had had indignation for three score and 
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ten years, were deeply interested in the 
restoration of the Jewish people. The angel 
being answered "with good and comfort- 
able words,^ turns joyfully to the prophet, 
and says — "Cry thou, saying, Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, I am jealous for Jeru- 
salem and for Son with a great jea- 
lousy;'^ — and "I am returned to Jerusalem 
with mercies ; my house shaU be built in it, 
saith the Lord of hosts.'' " The Lord shall 
yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jeru- 
salem." Well might the spirit of the 
prophet be exalted with the great promises 
he was instructed to utter, when, as with 
eagerness to bear the tidings swiftly, another 
angel flew to meet the angel who talked with 
him, bidding him " run" to communicate the 
glorious intelligence to the appointed messen- 
ger, of the restoration of the holy city. 
These, and the visions that follow, exhibit 
the burning zeal of the heavenly host for the 
fulfillment of the Divine word, and the 
extension of the kingdom of their Master, 
and their sympathy in the trials and joy of 
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the clittrcli on earth. The contemplation of 
the prosperity of Zion, when the Divine favor 
should be again risen npon her, cansing her 
to shine like the sun in the strength of the 
morning — ^fills the prophet's heart, and kin- 
dles his words, as if his mouth had been 
touched with fire from the altar. The beauty 
of Zion as a city of truth — ^the joy and glad- 
ness, and cheerful feasts to be held within 
those walls, so lately a desolation and a 
mockery to the heathen, the blessing to be 
poured out on the house of Judah, when the 
inhabitants of many cities, and many people, 
and strong nations should come to seek the 
Lord of hosts in Jerusalem — such is the 
burden of the word delivered — elevating the 
prophet with the spirit of joy and gratitude 
and devotion, and exalting his language into 
the richest poetry. The earnest sympathy 
of the bright creatures with whom he 
conversed on this great theme, and of whom 
he sought instruction, sustains him while his 
eyes are opened to the vision of a glory 
transcending all that had gone before : when 
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the kingdom of Him who was to be a priest 
upon Ids throne should be set up, and his 
dominion should be from sea to sea, and from 
the river to the ends of the earth ; when the 
mountain of the Lord's house should be 
established on the top of the mountain, and 
should be exalted above the hills; and aU 
people should flow unto it. These glimpses 
of a glory that should be revealed in the 
latter day — ^the prophecies of the Redeemer's 
coming and kingdom, that break with a 
sudden impulse from the seer's lips — are a 
key to the exultation and joy manifested by 
the angels, who, seeing the approach of the 
day of redemption, and the fulfillment of 
ancient prophecies, could understand what 
was beyond the apprehension of the speaker 
himself. He could only exclaim, transported 
with the wonders he discerned as through a 
glass, darkly — " How great is his goodness, 
and how great is his beauty !" 

As if to indicate to after ages the source 
of the fountain which was to be opened to the 
house of David, and come forth of the house 
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of the Lord — ^in the midst of these predictions 
opening a view of scenes in the far distant 
future, declaring the termination of idolatry 
and false prophecy — ^is uttered the myste- 
rious denunciation, which, to the church in 
that age, and even to celestial listeners, must 
have been both incomprehensible and appal- 
ling. It stands alone, unconnected with 
aught that precedes or follows it, and unex- 
plained by what has before been spoken ; it 
is as if the Spirit by whom Zechariah was 
moved, had suddenly descended upon him 
with an influence and a power too vast for 
human apprehension — a sound from heaven 
as of a rushing, mighty wind, impelling him 
to speak things concerning which the angels 
who desired knowledge, were still unsatisfied. 
For as yet the fulness of time was not come, 
and none could fathom the counsels of the 
Almighty, when he said — " Awake, O sword, 
against my Shepherd, and against the man 
that is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts.'' 

With this dim perception of what was to 
come, is linked the intense interest shown by 
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the angels in the history of the chosen 
nation, to whom were committed the oracles 
of God. During successive generations they 
watched the development of the mighty plan 
of redemption announced by the lips of Him 
who said — " The seed of the woman shaU 
bruise the serpent's head.'' Their faithful 
memory treasured every prophecy, and their 
inviolable faith looked forward in confidence 
to its fulfillment in the coming of Him who 
was " the desire of aU nations," and who was 
to unfold to " principaKties and powers in 
heavenly places," such views of the Divine 
glory as the universe had never before wit- 
nessed. 

Pursuant to this expectation, the angel 
who appears to Zacharias to announce the 
birth of Messiah's forerunner, addresses him 
with the language of peculiar encouragement. 
His words — " Fear not ;" " Thou shalt have 
joy and gladness ;" " I am sent to speak unto 
thee, and to show thee these glad tidings" — 
significantly express the import of the com- 
munication intrusted as a high privilege to 
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one who "stands in the presence of God;'' 
that is — ^who is honored with peculiar dig- 
nity in heaven. The ministrations of angels 
to our Saviour, will be considered in another 
chapter. During the days of the apostles, 
their visits and ministry continued to the 
church in Jerusalem. When the apostles 
were thrown into prison by the high priest 
and Sadducees, "the angel of the Lord by 
night opened the prison doors and brought 
them forth" — bidding them go and speak in 
the temple to the people. An angel sent 
Philip towards the south, that the gospel 
might be extended by the conversion of the 
Ethiopian. When Peter was imprisoned by 
Herod — while "prayer was made without 
ceasing of the church unto God for him," 
"the angel of the Lord came upon him, and 
a light shined in the prison," for his deliver- 
ance. When Herod received divine honors, 
" the angel of the Lord smote him, because 
he gave not God the glory." When Paul, on 
his voyage, was in peril of shipwreck, the 

angel of God stood by him at night, to bid 
5 
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him be of good courage, and promised liim 
the lives of all who swled with him. On the 
occasion of the breaking down of the wall of 
partition between Jew and Gentile, angehc 
ministry was employed. Even the disciples 
who had seen the Lord Jesns, had never at- 
tained to so mighty a conception as this — 
that the blessings of the religion they were 
appointed to disseminate, were to be free to 
all mankind; that whosoever would might 
drink of the water of life freely ; that God 
would pour out upon the uncircumcised hea- 
then the gift of the Holy Ghost. This im- 
portant revelation of the Divine will — a vir- 
tual abrogation of the ritual law established 
so many ages before — ^was given with im- 
pressive accompaniments of supernatural in- 
terposition. Angels descended from heaven 
to take away the vail which had hitherto 
forbidden access to the most holy place ; to 
proclaim that the Almighty is no respecter 
of persons. The angel of God stood before 
Cornelius, called him familiarly by name, and 
bade him " send men to Joppa, and call for 
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one Simon, whose surname is Peter f while 
a mysterious vision revealed to the apostle 
as he prayed upon the house-top, instructed 
him in his duty, and prepared the way for a 
full discovery of God's gracious purpose. 
Thus were gathered the first fruits of the 
harvest of the Gentiles. 

We have no further record, in particular 
instances, of the ministry of angels, and have 
reason to conclude that their visible interpo- 
sition ceased after the first age of the Chris- 
tian church. But that they continued, and 
do continue, to watch its progress with lov- 
iog interest, we cannot for a moment doubt. 
The instances we have noticed imply that 
their observation and care were incessant, 
and of this fact we are assured in several 
general passages. Paul tells the Corinthians 
the apostles are made " a spectacle to angels.'* 
The manifold wisdom of God is said to be 
made known to principalities and powers in 
heavenly places, "by the church" — ^by her 
history, trials and sufferings, and the bless- 
ings vouchsafed to her. The words of an- 
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gelic visitants to the disciples, express not 
only full knowledge of all concerning them — 
but an abiding sympathy of wliicli they were 
but seldom permitted to receive the evidence. 
The presence of invisible holy beings in 
places of worship is implied in the apostle's 
direction, that the women should wear veils 
in the churches. The wise man, in enjoining 
the payment of vows, says — "neither say 
thou before the angel, that it was aa error.'' 
Our Saviour frequently alludes to these un- 
seen beings, and describes them as interested 
witnesses of all that takes place or that shall 
happen on earth. Luke xii. 8, 9, and ix. 26. 
Matthew xxv. 31, 32. When little children 
are brought to Him He speaks of " their an- 
gels." His declaration that "there is joy 
among the angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth," would be conclusive, were 
there no other passage of similar import, to 
prove their intimate knowledge of what 
passes in this lower world, and their close 
observation of each individual. Saint Paul 
says, " Are they not all ministering spirits. 
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sent forth to minister to them who shall be 
heirs of salvation T thus declaring their 
guardianship over the persons of believers, 
even previous to their regeneration. We are 
told, moreover, that in the end of the world 
their open ministry shall be employed. They 
are represented as the reapers of the great 
harvest, and the executioners of God's judg- 
ment and vengeance. They shall gather to- 
gether the elect from the four winds, from 
one end of heaven to another; they shaU 
attend the Lord in his second advent from 
heaven, when he shall come " to be glorified 
in his saints, and to be admired in them that 
believe.'' The Apocalyptic visions describe 
their active employment, and the parables 
of our Lord declare their ftiture agency in 
the struggles and the triumphs of the church, 
and in the final conveying of the righteous 
to their reward and the wicked to their pun- 
ishment. In the magnificent imagery by 
which in Scripture, the splendors of Christ's 
coming to reign on earth are pictured, re- 
vealing glories that have never entered into 
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the heart of man to conceive, one prominent 
point dwelt on, is the presence of " an innu- 
merable company of angels.^ With what 
ecstatic raptnre wiU those zealous servants of 
God, who witnessed the ascent of their incar- 
nate King, throng the skies to attend Him 
when He shaU visibly take possession of his 
once revolted province, banishing his foes 
forever ! How will the song that proclaimed 
"peace on earth" at his birth, swell into 
exultation and triumph, when the Prince of 
Peace shall take unto Himself his great power 
and shaU reign, and his will shaU be done on 
earth as it is in heaven ! 

Thus from the unquestionable testimony 
of Holy Writ, we are justified in the infer- 
ence that our planet, from its creation, has 
been visited by innumerable multitudes of 
beings superior to us in intellectual capacity, 
and more ethereal in their natural form — ^for 
we cannot, consistently with many acts attri- 
buted to them, suppose them to be incorpo- 
real spirits ; — that these, perhaps congregated 
from different worlds, have witnessed every 
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transaction in which men liave borne a part, 
closely observing, not only the actions, but 
the character and disposition of each indi- 
vidual of the human race; that they have 
seen with holy indignation all the wicked 
deeds of the ungodly, and tenderly sympa- 
thized with the pure in heart whenever suf- 
fering from the contact of an evU world ; that 
they bear, moreover, a commission from their 
King and ours, to take charge of individuals, 
to guard them in dangers and through temp- 
tations ; to fight against their invisible ene- 
mies, administer comfort to them in affliction, 
and at the moment of death convey them to 
everlasting habitations. We have a right to 
the inference that these blessed creatures fill 
the air and the heavens about us, and walk 
the earth on every side ; that they are con- 
tinually present, even in the most guarded 
solitude; that they are fellow-worshippers 
with Christians in their places of religious 
service, and spectators of the fervent devo- 
tion of Christ^s people, or of their desecration 
of the sacred place by wandering thoughts ; 
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that not even the outward deportment and 
dress of those assembled escape their atten- 
tion ; that they mourn over backslidings, and 
rejoice over every soul brought to repentance, 
enrolling his name with thanksgiving as 
another stone in that spiritual temple, which 
has been building through the ages of this 
world, and is to stand forever. We have no 
reason to believe that their interest in the 
church is a whit less lively than when they 
began to learn by her the mystery hid in 
God, or that their visits to earth are less fre- 
quent — ^because they are no longer seen of 
men — ^than before its soil was trodden by the 
feet of Immanuel ; before Satan, dispossessed 
of his boasted empire, like lightning fell from 
heaven. On the other hand, it would be 
natural to suppose this planet an object of 
still deeper interest to sinless beings — ^the 
nearer approached the closing of the present 
dispensation, the nearer the time when He 
who purchased it with his blood, shall enter 
upon its complete possession. Without pre- 
sumption, we might imagine it a place of 
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resort continnally to holy pilgrims from the 
remotest parts of the xmiverse, each eager to 
learn and to tell the story of man^s redemp- 
tion, to praise the mercy of a forgiving God, 
and to wonder at the strange indifference of 
men to the great salvation provided for 
them. 

How encouraging is this knowledge that, 
without a figure of speech, the angel of the 
Lord encamps around each one who fears 
Him ! We know not the precise nature or 
manner of the " ministry^^ performed, but we 
know it is necessary for the safety of the 
child of earth, and effectual to preserve him 
amidst dangers. Even external perils are 
doubtless often averted by this celestial inter- 
position, and difficulties lightened or re- 
moved, which had perplexed and distressed 
the object of their care ; perhaps had been a 
stumbling-block in his way. Unconscious as 
he is of this tender watchftdness, it is unre- 
mitting; and he will hereafter learn how 
often he has been indebted to it. Against 
his unseen and spiritual enemies, they watch 
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with unceasing vigilance and zealously con- 
tend; with liim, and for him, they wrestle 
against principalities and powers, and the 
rulers of the darkness of this world — ^the 
spirits that work in the children of disobe- 
dience. With great comfort the believer can 
say, " They that be with us are more than 
they that be with them.^ Though separated 
from all the world, though environed by 
foes, he has on his side a vast preponderance 
of numbers — ^his fellow-servants, whose ex- 
ample of fidelity, humility and zeal, should 
sustain him amidst temptation, and the sense 
of whose companionship and sympathy may 
cheer him in the loneliest hours of his earthly 
pilgrimage. 

^' Ye stars that round the Sun of righteousness 

In glorious order roll, 
With harps forever strung, ready to bless 

God for each rescued soul — 
Ye eagle spirits, that build in light divine, 

Oh, think of us to day, 
Faint warblers of this earth, that would combine 
Our trembling notes with your accepted lay. 
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^' Yotur amaranth wreaths were earned ; and homeward all^ 
Flushed with victorious might, 
Ye might have sped to keep high festival, 
. And revel in the light ; 
But meeting us, weak worldlings, on our way, 

Tired ere the fight begun. 
Ye turned to help us in the unequal fray, 
Bemembering whose we were — ^how dearly won ; 

'' Remembering Bethlehem, and that glorious night 

When ye, who used to soar 
Diverse along all space in fiery flight, 

Came thronging to adore 
Your Gk>d new-bom, and made a sinner's child ; 

As if the stars should leave 
Their stations in the far ethereal wild. 

And round the sun a radiant circle weave. 

" Nor less your lay of triumph greeted fair 

Our Champion and your King, 
In that first strife, whence Satan in despair 

Sunk down on scathed wing ; 
Alone He fasted, and alone He fought , 

But when his toils were o'er. 
Ye to the sacred Hermit duteous brought 

Banquet and hymn, your Eden's festal store. 

** Ye, too, when lowest in the abyss of woe 
He plunged to save his sheep, 
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Were leaning from yonr golden thrones, to know 

The secrets of that deep ; 
Bat olonds were <m his sorrow ; one alone 

His agonizing call 
Summoned from heayen, to still that bitterest groan, 

And comfort Uim, the Comforter of all. 

^' Oh, highest favored of all spirits create, 

(If right of thee we deem,) 
How didst then glide on brightening wing elate, 

To meet the unclouded beam 
Of Jesus from the couch of darkness rising! 

How swelled thine anthem's sound. 
With fear and mightier joy weak hearts surprising, 

' Your God is risen, and may not here be found.' 

^' Pass a few days, and this dull darkling globe 

Must yield Him from her sight ; 
Brighter and brighter streams his glory-robe, 

And He is lost in light. 
Then, when through yonder everlasting arch. 

Ye in iunumerous choir 
Poured, heralding Messiah's conquering march, 

Lingered around his skirts two forms of fire ;— - 

" With us they stayed, high warning to impart ; 
' The Christ shall come again 
Even as He goes ; with the same human heart. 
With the same godlike train.' 
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Oh, jealous God ! how could a sinner dare 

Think on that dreadful day, 
But that with all thy wounds Thou wilt be there, 

And aD our angel friends to bring Thee on thy way ? 

'' Since to our little ones is given such grace, 

That they who nearest stand 
Alway to God in heaven, and see his face. 

Go forth at his command 
To wait around our path in weal or wo, 

As erst upon our King, 
Set thy baptismal seal upon our brow. 

And waft us heavenward with enfolding wing— - 

'^ Grant, Lord, that when around the expiring worid 

Our seraph guardians wait, 
While on her death-bed, ere to ruin hurled. 

She owns thee, all too late — 
They to their charge may turn, and thankful see 

Thy mark upon us still ; 
Then all together rise, and reign with Thee, 

And all their holy joy o'er contrite hearts fdlfil 1" 
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THE LESSONING OF ANGELS. 

It may be well now to consider angels as 
spectators of transactions in tliis world. We 
may with reason suppose that a Creator infi- 
nitely wise and benevolent, would not exclude 
Ids obedient and loving creatures from obser- 
vation of the various works of his hands. The 
vast number of systems in the universe, each 
perhaps different from another, must afford 
sublime scope for study to the highest and 
most penetrating intellect, and through suc- 
ceeding ages, display still more and more of 
the glorious attributes of Him who called 
them into being. If instruction may be 
reaped from the carefiil study of the laws by 
which suns and planets are governed, or the 
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division into classes of their material pro- 
ducts, how much deeper must be the interest 
with which spiritual beings regard creatures 
nearly allied to themselves, and in like man- 
ner responsible to the supreme Governor? 
How naturally must this interest be enhanced 
when they behold these creatures in circum- 
stances of sorrow and extreme peril ! " How 
fine a harmony there is," observes an emi- 
nent writer, " between the law of sympa- 
thetic nature in heaven, and the most touch- 
ing exhibitions of it on the face of our world ! 
When one of a numerous household droops 
under the power of disease, is not that the 
one to whom al] the tenderness is turned, 
and who, in a manner, monopolizes the in- 
quiries of his neighborhood, and the care of 
his family ?" " Conceive the universe to be 
one secure and rejoicing family, and that 
this alienated world is the only strayed, or 
only captive member belonging to it ; and 
we shall cease to wonder that, from the first 
period of the captivity of our species, down 
to the consummation of their history in time, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



/ 



80 WATOHIKG BPIBITS. 

there should be such a movement in heaven, 
or that angels should so often have sped 
their commissioned way on the errand of our 
recovery." It is distinctly intimated in 
Scripture, " that, agreeably to such laws of 
sympathy as are most familiar even to human 
observation, the very wretchedness of our 
condition waa fitted to concentrate upon us 
the feelings, the attentions and the services 
of the celestials ; to single us out for a time 
to the gaze of their most earnest and unceas- 
ing contemplation — ^to draw forth aU that 
was kind and all that was tender within 
them, and just in proportion to the need and 
the helplessness of us miserable exiles from 
the family of God, to multiply upon us the 
regards, and call out in our behalf the fond 
and eager exertions of those who had never 
wandered away from Him." 

The testimony of Scripture on this point 
admits no doubt. The apostle declares the 
object of preaching " the unsearchable riches 
of Christ," to be not only that men should 
see what is " the fellowship of the mystery 
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whicli from tlie beginning of the world hath 
been hid in God," but " to the intent that now 
unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places, might be known by the church the 
manifold wisdom of God." The cherubim 
that covered with their wings the mercy-seat 
above the ark in the tabernacle of old — ^the 
representation of things invisible in the tem- 
ple not made with hands — ^were made to 
look with their faces one towards another, 
and towards the mercy-seat; — an attitude 
strongly expressive of wonder and inquiry ; 
and Saint Peter, in speaking of the mysteries 
of the gospel, says — " which things the angels 
desire to look into." Prom these and nume- 
rous other passages, we know that the in- 
habitants of heaven are deeply interested in 
the concerns of earth ; that they have care- 
fully noted its history from the beginning, 
and watched the actions and sufferings of 
mortals ; and that the glorious plan of man's 
redemption has especially, in its august 
development through successive ages, occu- 
pied their most profound attention, employed 
4* 
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the whole of their vast faculties, and called 
forth their most fervent ascriptions of " bless- 
ing and honor, and glory, and power, unto 
Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb forever and ever." 

The unfolding of this stupendous scheme, 
to which have tended all the dispensations, 
judgments and mercies of Providence— on 
which converge all the rays shed by revela- 
tion on the heavens above and the earth 
beneath — ^in which meet all the lines stretch- 
ing from point to point throughout the uni- 
verse, was the object, it cannot be doubted, 
for which this world was called into exist- 
ence. We cannot believe otherwise than 
that it was with an expectation — ^perhaps 
without the knowledge how it was to be 
accomplished, yet still a confident expecta- 
tion — of an advance in the knowledge of the 
glory of God greater than any the preceding 
ages of eternity had witnessed, that "the 
morning stars sang together,. and all the sons 
of God shouted for joy." 

Let us look more closely into the prob- 
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lem, and contemplate the wonders revealed. 
"Behold, I show you a mystery," the solu- 
tion of which engages angelic intellect, and 
can be found only in the person of Him who 
was " God manifest in the flesh." 

The law of God, to which every intelligent 
creatm'e in the universe is made subject, 
requires perfect obedience, under its terrible 
penalty — " cursed is every one that continu- 
eth not in all things written in the book of 
the law to do them." ** All souls are mine," 
said the Creator ; " and the soul that sinneth, 
it shall die." From this dread sentence there 
is no escape. The angels who kept not their 
first estate, found no place for repentance, 
but were driven forth from heaven as no 
longer worthy the companionship of the sin- 
less ; meet only for the blackness of darkness 
forever. With what anxious suspense — 
knowing all this — ^must the pure inhabitants 
of heaven have watched the first stage in the 
history of earth ; the experiment — ^if we may 
so speak — on the human will, tried in the 
person of Adam, to whose hands was com- 
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mitted the destiny of his posterity! How 
must those who now have joy over one sinner 
that repenteth, have mourned the apparent 
£Edlure of this experiment I They saw that 
man had ruined himself; for in Adam the 
whole race felL The world which angels 
hoped would be the scene of God's glory, 
was to become the accursed abode of con- 
demned spirits, a theatre of triumph for the 
powers of evU. The wisdom of the highest 
archangel could not discover a method 
whereby the guilty might escape the punish- 
ment of disobedience. What could the infi- 
nite Judge do, but honor his own law by 
giving over the victim justice imperiously 
demanded ? It was in this interval of gloom, 
when the powers of hell were exultant at 
the advantage they had gained — ^when, as we 
may believe without a figure of speech, the 
hosts of heaven stood silent in moumfdl ex- 
pectation, while all waited for the sentence 
that was to consign the human race to hope- 
less perdition, — ^that the commandment came 
forth from the most excellent glory — "De- 
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liver Ilim from going down to the pit ; I have 
found a ransom." 

How this deliverance was to be effected 
was the great mystery into which angels 
desired to look. How conld man who had 
fallen, become just with Grod? How could 
his transgression be expiated, and how conld 
he be clothed with a righteousness in which 
he might be presented spotless before Him 
who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity ? 
Should one of those bright lemons undertake 
the work ? No created being could pay the 
debt, or sustain the weight of that wrath 
which, if not intercepted, must sink a world 
to perdition. To expiate a single sin would 
have required for man or angel, the years of 
eternity. For it is a common principle, that 
the guilt of a transgression is estimated 
according to the obligation violated, and the 
dignity of the person against whom it is 
conmiitted. Thus an infinite evil demanded 
an infinite satisfaction. And who, among all 
the midtitudes that stood before the throne, 
could render this ? 
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The voice that said — "Lo, I come to do 
thy will,'' — ^was that of One who in the 
beginning was with God, and who was God ; 
by whom, and for whom, all things were 
created. He — ^the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world — ^assumed the bur- 
den of human guilt, and undertook the re- 
storation of man. In the eternal counsel and 
purpose of God, the Son had become the 
surety of his people. In time past so remote 
that thought fails to reach it, when as yet 
the angels were not, and the heavens were 
not spread abroad, when the Father, the 
only begotten Son, in the bosom of the 
Father, and the Eternal Spirit, were alone in 
their plenitude of inconceivable, incommuni- 
cable blessedness, — ^then was " the counsel of 
peace" between them ; then was this favorite 
scheme of Deity already planned ; then was 
the Son commissioned to proceed forth from 
the Father, and the Holy Ghost commis- 
sioned by the Son ; each Person of the ever- 
blessed Trinity having his appointed work. 
The Wisdom of God, who " was daily his de- 
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light, rejoicing always before him," already 
" rejoiced in the habitable part of the earth," 
and had his delights with that portion of 
the sons of men given Him from eternity, in 
due time, by the righteousness in Him, to be 
made meet for his eternal complacency. 

Yet another part of the mystery is un- 
folded ; " Forasmuch as the children were of 
flesh and blood. He also must take part in 
the same." . Even had it been in the power 
of angel or archangel to render satisfaction 
to the violated majesty of law by enduring 
the penalty — such a sacrifice could not have 
been accepted. It was man who had sinned ; 
man must pay the forfeit. Nay, it was not 
only the same nature which had transgressed, 
that must suflfer, but the victim must be line- 
ally descended from Adam, and partake of 
the hereditary infirmities of humanity, sin 
alone excepted. It would have been easy for 
Omuipotence to create a human being of sin- 
less perfection, and to unite it with the 
Divine nature in the Person of Christ ; but 
such a being could not have been the Saviour 
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of the limnan race. He must own a like 
relationship with his brethren to the com- 
mon parent of the species. He must be 
bom of a woman, made under the law, and 
made in the likeness of mvfvl flesh. But 
that the entail of guilt may be cut off— that 
He may be free from the taint of Adam's 
transgression — ^it is ordained that He shall be 
bom of a virgin. Behold, then, the body 
preparied for Him who was to come I With- 
out sin, pure and undefiled before God, He is 
yet one of us ; descended from Adam, calling 
Abraham his father, and allied to us by the 
indissoluble tie of brotherhood ; thus fitted 
to be our representative, our substitute and 
exemplar. By his stripes we may be healed. 
His soul may be made an offering for sin. 
He may work out, in his spotless and holy 
life, a righteousness which we can call our 
own ; He may offer an atonement which will 
satisfy the uttermost claims of justice. For 
by the ineffable union of the human and di- 
vine natures in the mysterious person of the 
Redeemer, the acts of one may be properly 
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attributed to the other, and Ms sufferings as 
a man become invested with an efficacy be- 
longing to the dignity of the Godhead. 
Thns not only was divine strength imparted, 
when He poured out his soul unto death, to 
bear the infinite load of woe, but a divine 
virtue was communicated to his sufferings, 
that henceforth all who believe on Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
A spectacle which, beyond all others, 
called for the wonder of the hosts of heaven, 
was the eirperience of the Redeemer in his 
sojourn on earth. Throughout this, angels 
attended, either visibly, as ministers to Him, 
or invisibly as witnesses. An angel sped 
from the court of heaven to a city of Galilee, 
to announce to a meek virgin Messiah's birth. 
The angelic messenger who proclaimed to 
the shepherds-T-" unto you is bom this day, in 
the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord" — ^was attended by "a multitude 
of the heavenly host" — who praised God and 
sang "Peace on earth — ^good will towards 
men." It was as if the irrepressible praises 
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which at that august hour filled heaven, 
overflowed upon earth, bringing even into 
human view " the glory of the Lord." The 
holy infant was under the watch and guar- 
dianship of angels. One of them warned 
Joseph in a dream, to flee with the young 
child and his mother from Herod's persecu- 
tion into Egypt. " Be thou there until I bring 
thee word" — ^was his injunction — ^showing 
that his mission and privilege was to watch 
over the safety of his incarnate Lord, and 
that he would not leave to chance, or the 
vigilance of earthly guardians, so sacred a 
charge ! If on this occasion one was per- 
mitted to become visible, we may be sure a 
countless host hovered around to marvel at 
the sight of Him by whom all things consist, 
a fugitive from the wrath and jealousy of a 
mortal prince ! Through the years of child- 
hood and youth — during which the holy and 
harmless nature of Jesus, brought into con- 
tact with human guile and cruelty, doubt- 
less suflfered much — ^unshielded as He was by 
wealth, position or friends, from the " envy. 
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hatred and malice" whicli virtue always 
meets from the harsh world — angels invis- 
ibly attended Him, and marvelled at the 
mystery which humbled Him to such a lot — 
for as yet the whole purpose of God was not 
made manifest. They could gather, from the 
intimations of ancient prophecy, that Messiah 
was to be a sufferer, and to be "cut off;" 
yet, probably, — as we know, from the author- 
ity of Holy Writ, that the future is veiled 
to them, — ^the manner of that stupendous 
sacrifice was to angelic conception incom- 
prehensible. They could not imagine such 
a crime as the immolation of the Lord 
of glory by those whom He had stooped so 
low to save. If they knew that He was to 
become obedient unto death, they perhaps 
expected that at the appointed time. He 
would ascend the sacrificial altar, and offer 
up his human nature, like the victim appoint- 
ed in the Levitical law, by fire from heaven, 
in the sight of a world prostrate in abase- 
ment, penitence, and unspeakable gratitude. 
They saw Him, however, even in the early 
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part of Mb career, proving the mortifications 
of a lowly condition, the hardsliips of poverty, 
and the loneliness of isolation from human 
sympathy. Who can tell how often sharp 
suspicion, malignant slander, or brutal invec^ 
tive, pierced his guileless heart I Who can 
tell how oft He suflfered from the sin of 
those dearest to Him — ^the coldness or false- 
hood of friends, the ingratitude of those 
whom He had benefitted — ^trials felt most 
keenly by sensibilities never blunted by 
selfishness! Thus from every quarter the 
shaft might enter his unprotected breast ; at 
every step his celestial attendants might 
know him " a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with giief '^ 

The baptism of Jesus, and his mysterious 
abode in the wilderness, where He encoun- 
tered the arch-tempter forty days, were wit- 
nessed by angels. We cannot conceive them 
absent from that glorious scene in which the 
Father, by an audible voice, bore testimony 
to the "beloved Son" — and the Spirit de- 
scended upon Him in a visible form, emblem- 
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atic of purity and peace. And in Ms strife 
with " onr adversary the devil,'' they looked 
on in amazement at the daring of the evil 
one, and the depth of the humiliation endured 
for man. When this scene was ended, "be- 
hold angels came and ministered to Him." 
For once, their zealous affection was indulged 
by permission to bring succor to the holy 
Suflferer, to cheer Him by their devotion, and 
pour out before Him their wondering adora- 
tion. Not often is it recorded that they 
were thus privileged, for He was to drink the 
cup of human woe unsustained. But " we 
know that Christ was ' seen of angels ;' and 
we cannot believe that ever, for one moment 
of time, were their regards withdrawn from 
Him." Most earnest and adoring was their 
contemplation when the time came for the 
execution of the mysterious sentence — 
"Awake, Oh, sword, against my Shepherd, 
and the man that is my fellow ;" when the 
sword of divine justice was called upon to 
slay and spare not ; to smite the Shepherd— 
and scatter the sheep who had followed Him. 
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In that dreadful night wherein He was be- 
trayed — ^the watching angels saw Him in 
every circumstance of those closing scenes; 
when the sword pierced his soul in the 
treachery of one of the twelve ; in the care- 
lessness of his disciples, who could not watch 
with him one hour ; 

The hour — none time hath numbered 

Wore ever pall so deep ; 
Earth 'neath the burden trembles, 

And heaven's bright myriads weep ; 
And cherubim and seraph 

Stand silent round the throne, 
For He who reigns in heaven. 

Spares not his only Son. 

They saw Him in the garden of Gethse- 
mane, when his soul was " exceeding sorrow- 
ful, even unto death f when in the misgiving 
of human agony He thrice prayed that the 
cup might pass from Him, yet submitted to 
drink it. One of their number was commis- 
sioned to appear unto Him, " strengthening 
Him." With emotions no human language 
could express, and which we may not in this 
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mortal state comprelieiid, they witnessed 
wliat followed ; liis arrest by the multitude 
that came out as against a thief, with swords 
and staves, to take Him ; the cowardly flight 
of the disciples who had vowed never to for- 
sake Him ; the trial and condemnation ; the 
spitting and scourging ; the mockery of his 
persecutors ; the death upon the cross ! 
Hiey saw, too, how deeply the sword 
pierced Him in that bitterest ingredient of 
the cup— -the infusion of the wrath of God 
poured out upon Him, — ^that terrible inflic- 
tion from the immediate hand of Deity, 
which but for the Redeemer's interposition, 
would have crushed the whole race of man- 
kind ; that incomprehensible, supernatural 
anguish which wrung from the Hps of one 
whose human nature was strengthened with 
all the powers of Divinity the exclamation — 
" My God — ^my God — ^why hast thou forsa- 
ken me !" Who, even among angels, could 
ftiUy understand the mysterious horror of 
that mortal agony, upon which the sun was 
not permitted to look 1 or who can tell that 
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the darkness which overspread the whola 
land was not a merciful veil to hide fix)m all 
nature the terrors of that hour, when " his 
visage was more marred than any man, and 
his form more than the sons of men V^ 

How awful the instruction conveyed to 
the watching spirits who beheld that sacri- 
fice ! How terrible appeared the justice of 
God, who when He saw guilt imputed to his 
beloved Son, spared Him not! How diffi- 
cult the work of restoring the sinner, in 
which the will of the Almighty, who made 
the heavens and the earth by the word of 
the breath of his mouth, seemed not alone 
sufficient ; which demanded on the part of 
Deity, plan, labor, and sacrifice ! for in such 
a work, had volition only been employed, it 
is not irreverent to say Omnipotence might 
have spoken, and it would not have been 
done ; might have commanded, and it would 
not have stood fast! That man might be 
saved it was necessary that the energies of 
the Godhead should be tasked. The trea- 
sury of heaven must be emptied for our ran- 
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som. The Eternal Son must forsake the 
bosom of the Father, strip himself of the 
glory that He had with Him before the 
world was, stoop to take upon Himself the 
form of a servant, and become obedient mito 
death — even the death of the cross — ^before 
the gift of eternal life could be bestowed on 
a fallen race. He must be made sin for us, 
who knew no sin, before we could be made 
the righteousness of God in Him. 

Nor was this most transcendent manifesta- 
tion of love, by Him whose name and whose 
being is Love — ^unwitnessed by apostate 
spirits. It was their hour, and the power of 
darkness: 

The hour of Hell's rejoicing, 

When mighty hordes, set free, 
Proclaim o'er a world's min 

Infernal jubilee ; 

And we cannot conceive them to have be- 
held unmoved the unutterable condescen- 
sion of our incarnate Saviour. When they 
sinned, they were instantly and forever ex- 
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pelled from the light of God's presence. No 
mediator appeared to receive for them the 
stroke of justice upon his own head; no 
bleeding Lamb of God offered up a propitia- 
tion for their iniquity; no Spirit had been 
commissioned to put new hearts into their 
bosoms fOled with despair. Even though 
they understood not the height and depth of 
the mercy of God, they could not but know, 
from the assurances Jesus had given to his 
disciples, and from the sure promise of God 
which had been the theme of psalmist and 
prophet through all the ages of the Jewish 
dispensation — ^that the tremendous scene of 
the crucifixion was but the prelude to some 
wonderful triumph of divine mercy ; that 
the hour was at hand when the great predic- 
tion, " The seed of the woman shall bruise 
the serpent's head," was to be accomplished. 
In the midst of their exultation that hu- 
man wickedness had reached so appalling a 
height, they must have been thrilled with a 
foretaste of coming doom, and with terror 
in the prospect of the promised resurrection, 
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and the final expulsion of Satan jfrom his 
ancient domain. 

That most marvellous and glorious of hu- 
man events — ^the resurrection of the Saviour, 
was witnessed by angels, some of whom be- 
came visible to mortal eyes. The appear- 
aace of the celestial messenger, with " counte- 
nance like lightning,^' who descended from 
heaven while the earth quaked, and rolled 
back the stone from the door of the sepul- 
chre — striking senseless the keepers with the 
terror of his presence — and of those who sat 
within the tomb, and announced to the won- 
dering women that their Master was risen, 
was an expression of the interest taken in 
the scene by all the host of heaven. Eyes 
unsealed by faith might have seen the re- 
gions of earth and air thronged by countless 
myriads, whose joy, when the rising Son of 
God forsook the tomb, burst forth and filled 
heaven and earth with the anthem of praise. 
The scene of our Lord's ascension was at- 
tended in like manner. What imagination 
can picture the splendors of that august pro- 
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cession — ^the escort of the Lord of glory to 
his throne on high ! when the eternal pillars 
of heaven were shaken by the exnlting song 
hymned by seraph harps — *'Lift np yonr 
heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye ever- 
lasting doors, and the King of glory shall 
come in !'^ Two of the heavenly multitude 
remained to give consolation to his bereaved 
disciples. 

Another of the mysteries of redemption 
into which angels desire to look, is the work 
of the Holy Spirit. It was not enough that 
Christ should expiate human guUt by his 
death; it was not enough that a perfect 
righteousness should be provided, in which 
man might be presented spotless before the 
presence of God's glory. The Spirit that at 
the creation had moved upon the face of the 
formless deep, bringing light out of darkness, 
was to move over a darkness deeper than 
ancient night — a chaos wilder than that of 
the primitive elements. He was to produce 
a new moral creation in the regeneration of 
the soul of man ; to quicken the dead in sin 
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— and enable that wMcli is bom of God to 
overcome the world, Man's fellen nature is 
governed by a principle of selfisliness wHch 
shuts him out from the only satisfying source 
of happiness ; the Spirit takes away the heart 
of stone, enlightens him in the knowledge of 
God, shows him the way of salvation through 
a Mediator ; unites him by faith to the Sa- 
viour, and enables him to exercise his new 
faculties. The sinner seeks no longer his 
own gratification, but devotes himself to the 
service of God, relying for acceptance on the 
merits of Christ. This new birth, as it is 
termed in Scripture, is caused alone " by the 
will of God." No laws that we know of 
govern his volitions. The emblem of the 
Spirit is the wind ; of which none can say 
whence it cometh nor whither it goeth. 
Other works of the Deity are regulated by 
general laws; here his sovereignty is appa- 
rent ; and none can say unto Him " What 
doest Thou V 

How interesting an object to the angels 
must be a redeemed sinner ! They behold 
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him bom in a state of estrangement from his 
Maker, going astray from his birth, and fol- 
lowing headlong the propensities of his de- 
praved nature. Reason and conscience warn 
him in vain ; in vain revelation speaks to 
him ; he listens not to the voice of the 
charmer, charming never so wisely. He is 
guilty, corrupt, miserable; but the abhor- 
rence with which holy beings would natur- 
ally regard him, is mingled with a strange 
interest. Fallen as he is, he may yet be re- 
covered. Though outcast and rebellious, for 
him Christ died. Poor, and blind, and 
wretched, he may yet be an heir of heaven, 
a joint heir with Christ. In bondage and 
darkness, he may yet be called to light and 
liberty. Degraded now below the level of 
apostate spirits, he may yet be placed on an 
equality with the highest of created beings ; 
such is the manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon those he hath given to his 
Son, that they too should be called the sons 
of God. At the time appointed in the di- 
vine purpose, the Holy Spirit arrests him in 
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his course towards destruction. The rebel 
dies unto sin, and being " risen with Christ,'' 
seeks henceforward those things which are 
above, living a life of faith on the Son of 
God. Then commences the conflict which 
can terminate only at death. "The flesh 
lusteth against the spirit and the spirit 
against the flesh." When he would do 
good, evil is present with him. He fljids 
another law in his members, warring against 
the law in his mind, and is often constrained 
to cry out with the apostle — " O wretched 
man that I am, who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death ?" But " greater is 
He that is with him than he which is of the 
world." The principle of faith, implanted 
by grace, is still triumphant ; and he is ena- 
bled, having put on the whole armor of God, 
to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand. He wrestles against prin- 
cipalities and powers — and spiritual wicked- 
ness in high places; — ^but is made a con- 
queror, and more than conqueror through 
Him that loved him. WeU may it be said 
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of those who are finally saved, " these are 
they who came out of great tribulatioiL'' 
"A brave spirit,'' says Seneca, "in strife 
with adversity, is a glorions spectacle, even 
for the gods.'' How much more so, when 
the struggle is maintained, not with physical 
evil, but with the prince of this world and 
the powers of darkness, and the subtle and 
desperate wickedness of the natural heart ; 
when the enemies of the soul are so power- 
ftQ and maKgnant that the interposition of 
Omnipotence is necessary to vanquish them ! 
K the battle was great, and the victory glori- 
ous, when the deities of heathen mythology 
descended to mingle in the combat on the 
plains of Eium, how much more when the 
true God of the universe takes part ! If the 
conflict in which the destinies of kingdoms 
were involved was worthy the admiration of 
mankind, how much more that in which are 
involved the destinies of an immortal soul ! 
The conjunction between Christ and his 
people, on which is founded the equity of his 
suffering in their stead, and of their being 
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rewarded for his righteousness, is another of 
the mysteries of godliness, plainly declared 
in Scripture. It is represented always by 
the most intimate relations among men. 
Sometimes he is called the Husband of the 
church ; sometimes the relation is compared 
to that existing between the head and the 
members, or the vine and its branches. The 
reality of this union is constantly insisted on ; 
and its necessity most strongly inculcated. 
" Without me," says our Saviour, " ye can do 
nothing.'' " K a man abide not in me, he is 
cast forth as a branch, and is withered." 
Believers are collectively represented as one 
body, animated by one and the same spirit ; 
Christ is said to dwell in them by his Spirit, 
as a new principle of spiritual life. As by 
natural life the soul is conscious of percep- 
tions, desires and enjoyments, so by virtue 
of this new life, it becomes susceptible of 
new desires, impressions and enjoyments. 
The objects about which these new facul-^ 
ties are exercised, are far superior to the 
objects that formerly interested it ; for they 
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are divine and eternal. And what is more 
agreeable to reason than to suppose the sonl's 
relation to any object the more intimate, the 
more noble and excellent the faculties en- 
gaged ? What object more worthy of con- 
templation than the perfections and works 
of an all-sufficient God ? What capacity of 
the creature more exalted than that of know- 
ing, loving and enjoying this Infinite Being, 
in whom all fulness of knowledge and bhss 
resides? This chief and inmost capacity 
of the soul lies nearest its essence. While 
this is not in exercise, the end of being is 
frustrated and happiness impossible ; for 
the fleeting joy temporal objects afford de- 
serves not the name. When the believer 
becomes united to Christ, he is quickened by 
life derived from the living Head. Then 
does he experience what is expressively 
termed in Scripture " the life of God." Im- 
perfect though his perceptions may be, he 
has yet some conception of the mysterious 
meaning of the Eedeemer's prayer for his 
people : 
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"That they all may be one — as thou, Fa- 
ther, art in me, and I in Thee, that they also 
may be one in us.'' 

To those who object against the reality of 
such a union, that it is incomprehensible, it 
may be answered that the union between the 
soul and body is equally so. Who can tell 
how mind acts upon matter ? yet the Scrip- 
tures teach us that the believer depends as 
entirely on the Son of God for power to per- 
form the functions of spiritual life, as our 
physical frame upon the animating soul. 
" For we are members of his body, of his 
flesh and of his bones," says the apostle. He 
is also not only the exemplar, but the cause 
of our resurrection. "Because I live, ye 
shall live also." Believers shall be raised 
from the dead, not, like the wicked, by the 
mere power of God, but by virtue of that 
inextinguishable principle of spiritual life 
derived from Christ, and implanted in them. 
" K the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus 
from the dead dwell in you. He that raised 
up Christ from the dead shall also quicken 
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your mortal bodies hy hie Spirit tTiat ckoeUeth 
m you.^ 

The objection that Christ is too distant 
from ns for vital nnion, amounts to nothing. 
In his divine nature he is ever continually 
present. By his quickening Spirit uniting 
us to Himself, the actions of his human 
nature and ours become reciprocally imputed. 
He assumes the guilt of our sins ; we stand 
invested in his immaculate righteousness. 
What closer relation can be conceived of 
than such an one ? Nor is this union con- 
trary to f he order of God's works, or the 
symmetry of the universe. Is not the world 
made up of systems, the lesser constituting a 
part of larger ones ? — and is it unreasonable 
to conclude that the same harmonious alli- 
ances may exist in the intellectual, as in the 
natural world ? — ^What saith the Scripture ? 
"Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a 
spiritual house." "Built upon the founda- 
tion of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief comer-stone. 
In whom all the building, fitly framed to- 
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gether, groweth unto a holy temple in the 
Lord.'' So also believers are called the 
household and family of God; the assembly 
of the first bom ; the whole body — of which 
Christ is the Head, communicating nourish- 
ment — "fitly joined together and compacted 
by that which every joint supplieth; accord- 
ing to the effectual working in the measure 
of every part, making increase of the body 
unto the edifying of itself in love.*' (EpL 
iv. 16.) 

Not only is there a natural and moral, but 
also a federal union between Christ and his 
people. Adam was the federal head of the 
whole human race, and in him mankind 
apostatized from God, and became outcast 
from his favor. The second Adam, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, is the federal Head of his 
church. He is the representative and surety 
of all who believe in Him ; and it is inconse- 
quence of this federal relation that the mys- 
tical union before spoken of takes place — 
when the believer is actually, by faith, im- 
planted in Him. 
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A lesson of vast importance may be drawn 
from what the Scriptures teach on this sub- 
ject. While " all Heaven is represented as 
stirred/' shall men, who are chiefly concerned 
in this great plan of restoration, be the only 
beings in the Creator's universe, who regard 
it with indifference ? Yet such is too surely 
the case. That plan, with the Triune God, 
was, as we may well conceive, the favorite 
scheme in the counsels of eternity — ^being 
the greatest evolution of the Divine charac- 
ter, the brightest manifestation of the Divine 
perfections. For this purpose was Earth, the 
theatre of events so mighty, called into exist- 
ence ; and for a series of ages was Eedemp- 
tion made the subject of prophecies and 
providences. Angels behold these things 
with adoring admiration, and desire to know 
more of them; devils toil to frustrate the 
scheme, filled with astonishment and envy at 
beholding Him who " spared not the angels 
that sinned," thus planning and accomplish- 
ing, at so vast an expenditure, the restora- 
tion of man. How then shall we escape, if 
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we neglect so great salvation ? K we reject 
the call and offers of mercy purchased by 
the Eedeemer's blood, there remains "no 
farther sacrifice for sins.^' K, though sensi- 
ble of our ruined condition, we still cling to 
temporal vanities — ^what stronger motives 
can be urged to win us from them ? K fear 
of the wrath of God — ^if the sight of his 
compassion and love — ^if gratitude for his 
unspeakable gift cannot move us — ^if the 
dread of eternal misery or the hope of eter- 
nal life have no effect — ^the treasury of hea- 
ven affords no other bribe to lure us — ^the 
armory of heaven no keener weapon to 
pierce the stubborn heart. Then indeed, 
the hardness of man's heart — ^the madness 
and foUy of impenitent unbelievers, may be 
another ground of wonder to the angels. 
Impenitent man incurs a guilt even deeper 
than that of the fallen spirits; for lost as 
they are, they never despised the voice of 
mercy. They never turned away from a 
Saviour, nor did despite to the Spirit of 
grace. 
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May we in time be made wise mito salva- 
tion, and taught to seek the gift of the Spirit, 
which God hath promised to those who ask 

it that He may enable us to receive 

with earnestness — ^to believe with the whole 
heart — ^to know deeply and practically those 
things which belong to our eternal peace ! 
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IV. 

ANGELIC RELATION TO THE WORK OP CHRIST. 

The motives which impel the holy angels 
to the rendering of services to men, are suf- 
ficiently obvious; the most ardent love to 
their Creator, and zeal for his glory. In 
obedience to his will, no duty can be too 
lowly or too burdensome for them to under- 
take with joyful alacrity. Nor can we won- 
der at their interest in the inhabitants of 
earth. "The footsteps of God manifest in 
the flesh, have been upon the narrow spot of 
ground we occupy; and small though our 
mansion be amid the orbs and the systems 
of immensity, hither hath the King of glory 
bent his mysterious way, and entered the 
tabernacle of men, and in the disguise of a 
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servant did He sojourn for years under the 
roof whicli canopies our obscure and solitary 
world. Yes, it is but a twinkling atom in 
the peopled infinity of worlds around it ; — 
but look to the moral grandeur of the trans- 
action, and not to the material extent of the 
field on which it was executed ; and from the 
retirement of our dwelling-place, there may 
issue forth such a display of the Godhead, as 
wOl circulate the glories of his name among 
all his worshippers.'* 

Angelic faculties are enlarged to compre- 
hend more of the startling sublimity of that 
plan by which the sinner is rescued from 
death and delivered from the bondage of 
corruption — ^than can enter into human con- 
ception. The passage of every redeemed 
soul " from the deep pit and miry clay of sin 
to a throne with Christ,'' furnishes them with 
a grander subject of meditation, and tunes 
their harps to loftier songs of praise, than 
the brightest glories of the created universe. 
Yet we cannot overlook the intimations 
given us in Scripture, of a marvellous inter- 
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iJTiTring of their destiny with ours in this 
work of grace; of personal relations to it 
sustained by them, which bind them on their 
own account, to adoring gratitude in its con- 
templation. Such passages, says Dr. Chal- 
mers, "present a faint opening through 
which may be seen some few traces of a 
wider and a nobler dispensation. They 
bring before us a dim transparency, on the 
other side of which the images of an obscure 
magnificence dazzle indistinctly upon the 
eye, and tell us that in the economy of re- 
demption, there is a grandeur commensurate 
to all that is known of the other works and 
purposes of the Eternal." It will not be a 
seeking of knowledge withheld from us, to 
inquire into this mystery of Divine goodness 
revealed in the Bible, interpreting the mean- 
ing of the chorus of praise with which the 
bending hierarchy of heaven join redeemed 
spirits in the cry — "Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain !" 

An article of much abiHty and learning 
appeared a few years since in the "Southern 
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Presbyterian Review,^ published in South 
Carolina, designed to prove from the Sacred 
volume, that the atonement of Christ intro- 
duced into the moral government of God 
the prtTiciple of grace^ " which avails to the 
confirmation of beings who are holy, as well 
as to the redemption of beings who are 
fallen.'' I shall quote freely from this article, 
giving an abstract of its argument to show 
that not only those of our race who are 
saved, but other orders of beings, stand on 
the platform of divine grace, introduced to 
them as well as to us through the Redeemer's 
work. By this, it is maintained, " the holy 
angels have been confirmed in their original 
holiness and bliss against all possible defec- 
tion." 

The first proof adduced is the application 
of the term " elect" by the apostle to the 
holy angels. Paul's injunction to Timothy 
IS, — " I charge thee before God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the elect angels," &c. K 
we understand the word in the same mean- 
ing as when applied to man, it must signify 
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that they are chosen in the purpose of God 
to stand fast in holiness. " As, in the one 
case, the decree of election respects the re- 
demption and sanctification of a being who is 
sinfiil, so in the other case, the decree of 
election respects the security and steadfast- 
ness of a being already holy.'' — " The elect 
of mankind are chosen out from a race lost 
in sin and righteously condemned;" — "the 
elect angels are those chosen from the whole 
angelic race to abide the period of their pro- 
bation, then to be confirmed against all pos- 
sible defection ; and they stand opposed to 
and are discriminated from another portion 
, of the same race, who failed in accomplishing 
their probation, and were at once adjudged 
to the damnation of the pit." 

In the book of Job, good angels are called 
" sons of God" — ^because, says Bishop Dave- 
nant, " they are adopted as sons for Christ's 
sake ;" for He is the only Son. He cannot 
understand election, either of men or angels, 
to be out of Christ. Edwards ascribes the 
preservation of the angels from falling at the 
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time of Satan's rebellioa, to the grace of the 
Son of God, then manifested ; and regards 
the period of Christ's ascension into heaven 
as that of their final confirmation. One 
thing is certain ; the term ^' elect,'' applied 
to them, denotes them taken from a class to 
be recipients of some special favor. Being 
thus chosen, their election implies that their 
everlasting holiness and happiness is secnred. 
Again — ^in proof of the angels' confirma- 
tion in holiness, it is alleged that "the offices 
which they discharge, are scarcely consistent 
with a present probationary state. They 
were with Christ when on Mount Sinai He 
set up the typical dispensation of Moses ; 
they appeared at sundry tim^s as messengers 
of Christ to his church below ; they heralded 
his birth when He appeared in the fullness 
of time as the babe of Bethlehem ; they min- 
istered to Him after his long temptation in 
the wilderness, and strengthened Him when 
fainting in the garden of Gethsemane ; they 
watched about his sepulchre, when He was 
laid in Joseph's new tomb; they first wit- 
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nessed liis resurrection to his wondering and 
amazed disciples ; they will fill his train of 
glory, and place his throne in the clouds 
when He shall descend upon the earth for 
judgment. It is the voice of an angel which 
shall proclaim by the solemn name of the ex- 
isting God the end of time ; it is the trump 
of an archangel which shall wake the nations 
of the dead ; the angels will go forth as reap- 
ers, gathering the righteous into heaven, and 
casting the wicked into unquenchable fire ; 
they are now, and will ever be, those elect 
angels, around Christ's throne in Heaven, 
praising Him as the blessed Mediator, wor- 
shipping Him as God and the Lamb forever. 
It seems scarcely possible that they should 
be so fully identified with Christ in his work 
of patience and of power upon the earth, if 
there existed stiU a doubt of their steadfast- 
ness as holy beings : and if they cannot fall, 
it must be only because they are graciously 
secured by the power of God, and not by 
any necessity of their own natures. One 
certain fact, however, concludes our faith in 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



120 WATCHING SPIBIT8. 

this matter, and will be found in the sequel 
to meet all the exigencies of the argument. 
It is undeniable that the destiny of angels as 
well as of men will be unalterably fixed at 
the day of judgment. * Know ye not,' says 
the apostle, 'that we shall judge angels?* 
An# evil spirit once challenged Christ, ' art 
thou come hither to torment us before the 
time V And Jude says explicitly, the rebel 
angels are * reserved in everlasting chains, 
under darkness, unto the judgment of the 
great day.' Here, then, is palpable proof 
that on this day of destiny the condition of 
angels will be irrevocably fixed. If not 
before, then their probation must cease ; the 
rebellious forever doomed, the holy forever 
established. Now as their offices discharged 
in the resurrection and final judgment are 
viewed in connection with their manifest 
confirmation, the same or similar functions 
discharged by them from the beginning, are 
presumptive of that confirmation, as far back, 
at least, as the history of our own race. We 
care not, however, to press these specula- 
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tions, as the careful reader will soon see that 
any limit, however distant, which is placed 
upon their probation, as for instance at the 
day of judgment, wiU sustain the argument 
we design to construct 

Another proof of the angels' confirmation 
is their recapitulation in Christ. " In that 
mediatorial dominion which is given to the 
Son, the angels are included : ' that in the 
dispensation of the fullness of time He might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven and which are on 
earth.' All the orders of holy angels, then, 
are included in Him, and He is made Head 
over all. But can this be, unless those thus 
included are confirmed beyond the risk of 
apostasy ? K none among men are united to 
Christ save those who are fully justified there- 
by, and their salvation infallibly secured, 
surely none among angels can be united to 
the same blessed Head save those who are 
confirmed thereby and they made equally 
secure. It is this gathering aU things in 
Christ, which makes up the greatness of his 
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mediatorial glory ; and the loss of one thus 
gathered, either human or angelic, cannot be 
affirmed without blasphemy. It would de- 
stroy the integrity, mar the beauty, and dash 
the glory of the mystical body ; the Mediator 
would not be perfect, because of the lost 
member; the mystical Christ would sit upon 
his throne a deformed and mutilated object, 
to praise whom would be the bitterest irony, 
to worship whom would be most insulting 
mockery.^ 

The question next arises — "If the holy 
angels are now confirmed in their primitive 
integrity, or if they shall be thus confirmed 
at the period of the general judgment, (for 
the fact and not the date of their confirma- 
tion is alone important,) the question arises, 
upon what principle are they confirmed? 
How comes their probation ever to cease? 
Why should not their happiness be condi- 
tioned to all eternity upon their good be^ 
havior ? It is obvious this confirmation can 
proceed upon no principle of mere law. All 
that law does, and from its very nature all it 
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can do, is simply to point out the course of 
duty, and to enforce its teaching by an ade- 
quate sanction. All its blessings are ne- 
cessarily conditional, suspended upon the 
obedience rendered. Four brief words ex- 
haust its vocabulary; keep — ^live — ^break — 
die. These words it must utter to all, and 
through all existence. 

" Now the moment we introduce a limita- 
tion and say, up to this period I am liable to 
disobey, but beyond it I am secured against 
every contingency, a new principle is intro- 
duced, which is distinct from law ; a princi- 
ple of grace. WhUe a being is upon proba- 
tion, which is a dispensation of law simply, 
his future state is conditioned upon his obe- 
dience. In his confirmed state, it is condi- 
tioned upon nothing but the good pleasure 
of God, who wills him to be thenceforward 
an infallibly perfect being. In the one case 
his eternal condition is suspended upon some- 
thing within himself: in the other case, upon 
something as palpably without him, and ex- 
ternal to him : which we take to be, in their 
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scriptural meaning, the essential diflference 
between the terms grace and law — grace 
and works.^ 

The writer then suggests an inquiry how 
this principle of grace supervenes upon a 
legal dispensation. "The right ^mswer to 
this question, if it can be rendered, wiU con- 
duct us into the interior of the gospel plan, 
open to us the unfailing wealth of that word 
grace in its evangelic meaning ; reveal to us 
the very heart of Christianity. It wiU lead 
us to that hidden chamber where God not 
only unveils the splendor of his holiness, but 
also the glory of his love — ^to that curtained 
saijctuary where the glorious majesty of God 
embosomed in his mercy — ^the brilliancy of 
the one mellowed by the softer radiance of 
the other — ^is the Shechinah of the Temple 
on high." 

He proceeds to show that the way in 
which the principle of grace is introduced 
into the moral government of God, by which 
beings under this government are emanci- 
pated from the penal terrors essential to law 
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—is the work of Christ. His work magni- 
fied the law, and on a principle of compensa- 
tion, made room for the exercise of grace. 
" K one allege that to confirm an angel by 
grace Tvdll relax law, we answer, not so : be- 
cause this grace is not granted arbitrarily, 
but upon the ground of a high service which 
has been done to law for the express purpose 
of introducing this grace. There are, how- 
ever, manifestly three essential conditions to 
such a work, in order to make out the 
compensation required. First, it must be 
wrought by a being who is able to magnify 
the law, and make it honorable ; so as to 
compensate for the partial violence done in 
setting aside the penal portion of the law. 
Secondly, it must be wrought by a being 
who is able to make a more glorious revela- 
tion of God than the law can do ; so as to 
compensate for the glory intercepted in the 
loss of the penalty. Thirdly, it must be the 
work of a being who is not bound to law on 
his own account ; so that his work may be a 
ground of merit. If these conditions are 
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met, all will admit grace is not exercised at 
the expense of law.*^ This work, which is a 
true ground of merit, is performed by Christ, 
whose obedience does more homage to the 
law than the obedience of all creatures ; on 
this may grace be predicated, and confirma- 
tion, which is above law, and is due to 
grace alone, may secure the angels forever. 
" What is the conclusion forced upon us, but 
that a real connection subsists between the 
atonement of Christ and the confirmation of 
elect angels ? 

" To aU this there is one plausible objec- 
tion which may be urged : to wit, that Christ 
did not assume angeUc nature, and perform 
this work in their legal stead. This, how- 
ever, was not necessary in their case : had 
they been sinftd, as men are, then the Sa- 
viour's work must have been for them, as 
well as for us, strictly vicarious. A sinful 
being has no righteousness, in which to be 
accepted with God. He must therefore have 
a righteous substitute, and the obedience of 
this substitute can become his only by a 
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strict legal imputation. But these, as holy 
beings, are already accepted: all they re- 
quire is simply an act of sovereignty, yet of 
grace, which shall secure their present state. 
The only difficulty in the case, (of course the 
difficulty is not real, as to God, but only ap- 
parent as to us,) is the introduction of a new 
principle of government, the engrafting grace 
upon law. The moment the principle is 
introduced, God may, in the exercise of 
sovereignty, apply it to what holy beings 
He may please: He may be sovereign in 
applying it to holy beings, as we know He is 
in applying it to sinfiil beings. This difficulty, 
as we have seen, is met through Christ, by 
his atonement. Grace is manifestly intro- 
duced and made a principle of the divine 
administration. The extension of this princi- 
ple from one to another class of beings who 
are without sin, as it does not affect the 
integrity either of his nature or of his gov- 
ernment, creates no embarrassment in our 
minds ; but we freely submit it to ' the good 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



128 WATOHINO 6PIBIT8. 

pleasure* of Him who worketli all tilings 
after the counsel of his own wilL' ^ * 

Thus, it is argued, the redemption of man 
opens the way to the universal introduction 
of grace. " For the grace thus introduced 
cannot be confined to the province where it 

* ^^ But that out of his eternal and infinite goodness and 
loye, purposing to become a Creator and to communicate 
to his creatures, He ordained in his eternal counsel that 
one person of the Godhead should be united to one nature, 
and to one particular of his creatures : that so, in the 
person of the Mediator, the true ladder might be fixed, 
whereby God might descend to his creatures, and his 
creatures might ascend to God : so that God, by the 
reconcilement of the Mediator, turning his countenance 
towards his creatures, though not in equal light and 
degree, made way unto the dispensation of his most holy 
and secret will : whereby some of his creatures might 
stand, and keep their state, others might possibly fall, and 
be restored : and others might fall, and not be restored to 
their estate, but yet remain in being, though under wrath 
and corruption : all with respect to the Mediator : which 
is the great mystery and perfect centrei of all God's. ways 
with his creatures, and unto which all his other works and 
wonders but serye and refer." — Lord Bacon^s Confession 
of Faith, 
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is WTonglit out ; but as all worlds were crea- 
ted for God's glory, and grace is the liigliest 
manifestation of that glory, the grace pur- 
chased by Christ is at once engrafted upon 
the whole government of God. Its applica- 
tion to holy beings is circumstantially difter- 
ent, but just as real and necessary to their 
confirmation as it can be to the redemption 
and justification of sinful beings." 

The article farther maintains that the me- 
diatorial dominion of Christ over the angels, 
proves not only their confirmation, but proves 
that this confirmation proceeds upon a gra- 
cious relation sustained to his work. "In 
Ephesians it is written — 'that in the dispen- 
sation of the foUness of times he might 
gather into one all things in Christ, both 
which a/re in hea/oen and which are on earth.' 
Again in the same Epistle : ' when he raised 
Him from the dead and set Him at his own 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above 
all principality and power and might and do- 
minion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world but also in that which is 
6* 
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to come ; and hath pnt all things under his 
feet, and gave Him to be the Head over all 
things to the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of Him which fiUeth all in all.' In 
this passage, the testimony is exceedingly 
full: the angels are clearly designated by 
the terms principality, power, might and do- 
minion ; all these are put under Christ's feet, 
that he may be Head over all to the church ; 
and this church, which is called his body, 
must include elect angels as well as elect 
men, since it is the fullness of him which 
filleth all in all. Further on, we read : * For 
this cause I bow my knees to the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named,' which 
surely sets forth the actual incorporation into 
one body of redeemed sinners and elect an- 
gels, and their unity as consisting in a com- 
mon relation to Jesus Christ. In the Epistle 
to the Hebrews the Apostle writes, *thou 
hast put all things in subjection under his 
feet; for in that he put all in subjection 
under him, he left nothing that is not put 
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under Him.' Again, the Apostle Peter 
writes : * by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
who is gone into heaven and is on the right 
hand of God ; angels, principalities and 
powers being made subject unto Him.' In 
the Epistle to the Philippians it is written, 
'God hath highly exalted Him and given 
Him a name which is above every name, that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven and things in earth, and 
things under the earth." Lastly, in Colos- 
sians, it is recorded: 'Having made peace 
through the blood of his cross, by Him to 
reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, 
I say, whether they be things on earth, or 
things in heaven.' These passages clearly 
establish two facts: first, that Christ rules 
and governs the angels ; and secondly, that 
this dominion is not his essential dominion 
which belongs to Him of right as one of the 
Persons of the Trinity, but his mediatorial 
dominion, which He enjoys as God-man. 
Now, the question arises, how obtains the 
Mediator this ascendency over the angels? 
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We easily comprelieiid how Christ is Head 
and King of the saints, because He redeemed 
them. His mediatorial power over these 
is fomided strictly upon a mediatorial rela- 
tion to them. But how is He the Head and 
King of the angels, who, not being sinners, 
were not the objects of redemption i'" 

The answer is, — ^that there exists a sub- 
stantial relation between Christ and the an- 
gels, in virtue of which He is crowned their 
Head. " Having, by his work of obedience 
and suflferimg, introduced the principle of 
grace, God, in his sovereignty, applies it to 
the confirmation of angels who are holy. 
The elect of these, as well as the elect of 
men, are given to Christ, because He is the 
author of the grace by which they both 
stand. He is made the Head of both : they 
enjoy this grace because of their relation to 
Him; and upon this is erected the whole 
structure of his mediatorial empire. 

"Our final argument for basing the con- 
firmation of elect angels upon the grace 
wrought out by Christ, is drawn from the 
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worship wHcli they render to him as Me- 
diator. In Hebrews, we have this record; 
' when He bringeth in the first-begotten into 
the world, He saith, let all the angels of God 
worship Him.' Evidently, this worship is 
commanded to Him not merely as the Son, 
but as the Son Incarnate. In the book of 
Eevelation, the rapt prophet describes his 
vision of the worship in Heaven thus : ^ and I 
beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels 
round about the throne, and the beasts and 
the elders ; and the number of them was ten 
thousand times ten thousand and thousands 
of thousands; saying, with a loud voice, 
worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power and riches and wisdom and strength 
and honor and glory and blessing : and every 
creature which is in heaven and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, 
blessing and honor and glory and power, be 
unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb forever.' What is the special 
foundation of this special worship of the Me- 
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diator ? Let it be observed that one of the 
main constituents of worship is a sense of ob- 
ligation. Worship, in its proper significa- 
tion, is the religious homage to one who is 
supreme, of a dependent creature ; who, feel- 
ing his obligation, at the same time delights 
in the being whom he serves and trusts. 
Angels and men worship Jehovah, because 
He is supreme, and they are his creatures ; 
this relation of creatureship creates the obli- 
gation of worship. Now, if angels and men 
all worship the Mediator, it is because He is 
supreme, and they are dependent upon Him. 
As Mediator, redeemed sinners are depend- 
ent on Him for grace and holiness ; hence, 
the mediatorial relation is the ground of 
their mediatorial worship. K the angels do 
not hold some analogous relation, being de- 
pendent equally for grace and the security 
of their holiness, then it will become those 
who deny it to explain the difficulty al^ to 
angelic worship of the Mediator. 

"The subject is not wholly speculative; 
for it suggests noble thoughts of God and his 
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government. How vast the scale on which 
He projects his plans ! With what variety 
of wisdom has He framed the universe, and 
interwoven principle with principle, gold and 
silver threads, into the web of his govern- 
ment ! How sublime, and yet how lovely, is 
the work of Christ ! like the rainbow, span- 
ning the hemisphere, it reveals the perfec- 
tions of God, as though prismatic, which, 
combined, make up the great glory of the 
great God. Who can fail to adore that 
Being who by his own pains and grief con- 
structs upon the basis of an immutable law, 
a platform of grace — ^the orchestra upon 
which " an innumerable company of angels,' 
joined in concert with Uhe general assem- 
bly and church of the first-bom,^ cause the 
arches of heaven to reverberate with their 
glad hosannas ! 

" There is one matter, in connection with 
which the subject of this article may be ma- 
turely pondered. We allude to the origin 
of moral evil. God certainly had power to 
prevent the introduction of sin ; it is an aw- 
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ful blur upon the glory of creation ; it 
occasions the destruction of many, many 
thousands; how, then, came it to pass? 
Many able divines have tried their strength 
at breaking the shell of this mystery. One 
thing we learn from the preceding pages; 
that the introduction of sin is but a sin- 
gle link, though important, in a chain 
which girdles the universe and lengthens 
out through an illimitable eternity. In 
viewing the divine economy in its detached 
parts, we are sometimes seriously posed by 
local difficulties in the system ; but in so far 
as we take in the scope of his government, 
these difficulties are dwarfed, till they fall 
out of view. At least we learn that all our 
embarrassment proceeds from ignorance; 
and that if more enlarged views even now 
relieve our minds partially of pressure, when 
we reach a state of perfect knowledge, we 
shall discover the entire symmetry of the 
divine administration. Let the Christian 
reader especially reflect, that if the hutaan 
race is chosen, as a burnished reflector, to 
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tlirow the light of divine grace upon the 
universe, it is the privilege of each believer 
to be a point upon its polished surface. Let 
not a spot dim his lustre; for no more 
solemn, yet animating reflection can suggest 
itself to him than this, that in time and 
through eternity, he is an exponent of God's 
matchless grace to a ravished universe." 
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V. 

DEPARTED SPIRITS. 

In connection with the subject of the 
watching and ministry on earth of those 
bright spirits who surround the throne of 
God in perpetual worship, occurs a question 
deeply interesting to every one of us. Have 
the spirits of the dead the same privilege 
with those of a superior order ? May those 
who have left this world still linger around 
the scenes of their former joy or cares, and 
observe the progress of human life? May 
they hover over those whom they loved, who 
cherished them while living, and mourned 
them when taken away, with a knowledge 
of all that concerns them, and with an in- 
terest unchilled by the hand of the great de- 
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stroyer ? Or is the darkness of the gi'ave a 
veil between them and the living, which they 
cannot penetrate ? When the breath is ex- 
pelled fi'om the clay tenement, does the soul 
become suddenly unconscious of all that pre- 
viously employed its faculties, losing, in the 
new and higher life, all perceptions which per- 
tained to a previous existence ? The inquiry 
opens a wide field for speculation. We 
might ask, is it rational to believe that in a 
more exalted state of being, the powers of 
the soul will be more circumscribed than in 
the present ? And does not the idea of retri- 
bution in a future life involve the certainty, 
not only that the memory shall be unclouded, 
but that the perceptions shall be quickened 
and the apprehension enlarged to a view of 
the bearings of past occurrences on the pre- 
sent and the future in human affaii*s ? With- 
out ventuiing to discuss the subject in a meta- 
physical point of view, let us, in all humility, 
search into what it has seemed good to the 
Holy Spirit to reveal in the sure word. 
The existence of the soul in a state of sepa- 
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ration from the body, is clearly revealed in 
Scripture, " They all live unto God,'^ is the 
declaration of our Saviour when speaking of 
departed saints ; and " the God of Abraham, 
of Isaac and of JacoV " is not the God of 
the dead, but of the living.^' "This day 
shalt thou be with me in paradise,'' was his 
dying promise to the penitent thief. St. Paul 
had " a desire to depart and be with Christ, 
which is far better" than to abide in the 
flesh ; "knowing that being absent from the 
body we are present with the Lord f and 
that when " our earthly house of this taber- 
nacle is dissolved, we have a building of God, 
a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens." 

From these and other passages of like im- 
port, we know that the spirits of justified 
persons abide with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
To them He has come, that He might receive 
them to Himself; they are his special charge ; 
to his keeping, believers, like the martyr Ste- 
phen, commit their departing souls. And as 
He is ever attended by his innumerable com- 
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pany of holy angels, it follows that these are 
the companions of " the spirits of just men 
made perfect," for they are named by the 
apostle with "the general assembly and 
church of the first-bom, which are written in 
heaven." The angel who communed with 
the Apostle John in the Apocalypse, repre- 
sents himself as the fellow-servant "of thy 
brethren the prophets, and of them which 
keep the sayings of this book." 

In this lovely companionship, can we sup- 
pose that the knowledge of the manifold 
wisdom of God acquired by angelic study of 
the history of the church on earth, is denied 
to human spirits ? that the dealings of Christ 
with his people, their experiences, their 
struggles, their trials, and their triumphs, so 
instructive to angels, are a closed book to 
them ? Having seen so much, during their 
mortal sojourn, of " the mystery which from 
the beginning of the world hath been hid in 
God," is their eager desire to behold more 
clearly, met by a total blank — ^while their 
elder brethren, to whom it is expressly said 
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they af e made equal, may read the great 
lesson, and day and night find themes for 
new ascriptions of praise ? It is impossible 
to believe that such is the case. Inasmuch 
as with "the voice of many angels round 
about the throne'' is blended the new song 
of those who are privileged to say — " Thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by 
thy blood out of every kindred and tongue 
and people and nation ; and has made us 
unto our God kings and priests ; and we 
shall reign on the earth" — ^we are warranted 
to believe that they are in no respect inferior 
in privileges to the angels, and may, like 
them, visit the earth to behold what the 
Lord doeth for his pleasure, among its in- 
habitants. How could they " reign on the 
earth" without a full knowledge of all its 
affairs, or why should they exult in such an 
anticipation, if at the stroke of death they 
had suddenly become strangers to the mili- 
tant church, and could no longer sympathise 
in her dangers, nor rejoice in her victories ? 
Nay more — ^if there is joy in heaven among 
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the angek over one sinner that repenteth — 
are the spirits of justified men excluded from 
the joy — arising out of their interest in indi- 
viduals — as well as founded on love to Him 
who hath redeemed them, which must be so 
great an accession to their happiness ? 

In the Kevelation, the holy apostles and 
prophets are called upon to rejoice, with the 
inhabitants of heaven, over the destruction 
of mystical Babylon. In reference to an- 
other remarkable passage, vi. 9 — 11, the 
author of "Principalities and Powers" says 
— "How could the souls under the altar 
know that their blood was not yet avenged 
on them that dwell on the earth? And 
why, if forever divorced from all the ties of 
mortality, should they express impatience for 
the arrival of that time? Assuredly not 
from any vengeful feeling ; such is forbidden 
in just men in the flesh, and cannot reside in 
the spirits of just men made perfect. Be- 
sides — the generation on whom their blood 
was to be avenged, was probably not the 
same as the generation who shed it. We can 
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only xmderstand it as expressing a fervent 
desire for the speedy arrival of that day of 
vengeance wliicli we know synchronizes with 
the year of the redeemed. Those sonls be- 
held and mourned over the desolate state 
of the Lord's stiU persecuted church — ^the 
devoted little flock to which they also be- 
longed ; and knowing that He would at once 
put all enemies under his feet, and exalt his 
church to glory and everlasting peace, they 
pleaded for the hastening of that promised 
day." 

If this vision of the apostle may be said to 
be figurative, we cannot suppose it calculated 
to lead to an erroneous inference. We 
might as well say that because the phrase 
"Abraham's bosom" is figurative, we have 
no right to believe that the beggar was 
really and truly carried by angels to the 
rest enjoyed by the patriarch, the heavenly 
happiness represented so often under the em- 
blem of a feast. In this parable, the soul of 
the rich man is represented as having not lost 
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cognizance of eartKly matters, since he knows 
that his brethren continue inipenitent. 

When the wicked Hebrew monarch, in 
despair of succor from heaven, went to the 
woman at Endor, to search into the future 
by means of her divinations, he demanded 
that she should bring up Samuel ; and 
though the witch was evidently surprised 
at the result of her incantations — ^it is de- 
clared that the visitant from the unseen 
world was no other than the prophet. For 
a wise purpose he was commissioned to ap- 
pear and denounce the doom of SauL His 
language does not imply ignorance of what 
has befallen the monarch and his people, 
" And the Lord hath done unto him as he 
spake by me ; for the Lord hath rent the 
kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to 
thy neighbor, even to David : because thou 
obeyedst not the voice of the Lord, nor exe- 
cutedst his fierce wrath upon Amalek, there- 
fore hath the Lord done this thing unto thee 
this day.^ Then follows the dread assurance 
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of his coming &te. Wlio can read tlie scrip- 
tural account of this mysterious transaction, 
and believe that Samuel was merely the un- 
conscious clod through whose lips flowed the 
words of prophecy — or a phantom raised to 
terrify the superstitious king ? 

The apostle, in the epistle to the Hebrews, 
exhortB his brethren to be " followers of them 
who, through fsdth and patience, inherit the 
promises f implying the certainty that those 
who had been faithful to the end, had enter- 
ed into the rest prepared as their reward. 
The inheritance of the promises, however, 
for which they had labored, waited and suf- 
fered, in the obedience of fedth, could not 
be such, without a remembrance of the pro- 
mise given in the days of their sojourn on 
earth, and shadowed forth in the religious 
services of their dispensation. Imperfect 
tibis fruition of happiness must be, without a 
knowledge of the progress of the kingdom 
appointed, in its own apportioned sphere; 
without the faculty of observing the sure 
approach of the consummation of earthly 
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things — ^when Messiah shall reign over all 
the nations of the earth. 

The most remarkable incident recorded in 
the New Testament, flrom which we may draw 
instruction pertaining to this subject, is the 
august scene that took place upon the mount 
of transfiguration. There, while, as the Re- 
deemer prayed, " the fashion of his counte- 
nance was altered, and his raiment was white 
and glistering,^ " and hisfax^e did shine as the 
sun'' — ^there appeared to the wondering eyes 
of the disciples two beings in human form, 
yet evidently more than mortal, for they 
•* appeared in glory," and were recognized as 
the great lawgiver and prophet of Israel — 
Moses and Elias. The latter had indeed 
been taken to heaven in the body; but 
Moses had died, and had been entombed, 
and cannot be supposed to have been favored 
beyond the common lot of believers. We 
know not how it was that he came in a form 
visible to Peter, and James, and John ; but 
we cannot, for a moment, question the fact 
that it was really Moses who stood on the 
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mount and talked with our Lord. The sub- 
ject of the conversation between these emi- 
nent servants of God and the incarnate 
Mediator, is made known to be the same 
which doubtless occupied the attention of 
the angels ; which was the theme of expecta- 
tion and marvel and praise to the universe 
of sinless creatures ; they " spake of his de- 
cease which He should accomplish at Jeru- 
salem.^' This is certamly conclusive proof 
that they were neither ignorant o^ nor 
indiflferent to, the mighty evetit that was 
impending, nor to the interests of mankind 
involved therein ; that they were acquainted 
with the great plan of redemption unfolded 
through a succession of ages, and by events 
that had occurred, in great part, since their 
departure from this life; acquainted with 
the purpose of the Son of God in submit- 
ting to the humiliation of wearing the like- 
ness of sinful flesh, and with the necessity 
that his life of obedience to the law should 
be terminated by a suflferance of its penalty. 
His decease was that "which He should 
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accomplisli,'' not as the other cMldren of 
Adam fulfil their inevitable destiny, but as 
the Conqueror over sin, the Captain of our 
salvation should put the finishing stroke to 
his great and godlike work, through death 
destroying him that had the power of death. 
From their evident possession of this know- 
ledge, and the privilege of revisiting this 
world, we may reasonably infer that the like 
knowledge is conferred on all glorified saints, 
and that they too enjoy the Kberty of visit- 
ing, though not in visible form, their 
brethren who are yet in a state of seclusion. 
Among the wonders that marked the 
finishing of Messiah's work, it is recorded 
that after his resurrection, " many bodies of 
the saints which slept arose, and came out of 
the graves," " and went into the holy city, 
and appeared unto many." Can we suppose 
that the happy spirits returned to those 
bodies wholly uninformed of the stupendous 
event, in celebration of which the bonds of 
their prison-house had been loosed? Or 
supposing the " many" to whom they appear- 
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ed, more worthy of such an honor than 
others, can we imagine them destitute of 
discernment and discrimination, or divorced 
entirely from their relations to the humanity 
not yet admitted " within the vail'^ Whe- 
ther the preference was caused by superior 
sanctity in the individuals favored with the 
vision, or by peculiar relations sustained to 
the deceased, it in either case supports our 
argument. And when the King of glory 
made his entrance through the everlasting 
gates, were these risen saints, who doubtless 
ascended in his train, ignorant of the occasion 
of the triumph that filled all heaven with 
joy and hallelujahs of praise ! 

Many obscure intimations scattered through 
the Hebrew Scriptures, allude to the state of 
departed spirits. The fathers are spoken of 
as abiding " under the shadow of the Al- 
mighty,'' in Him who is " the dwelling-place 
of his people" "through all generations." 
They are said, observes an eminent writer, to 
" dwell in his tabernacle," or " stand in his 
pavilion ;" and they are " the expectants of 
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Jehovah,'* continually " watching the move- 
ments of his hand." In the eleventh chapter 
of the epistle to the Hebrews, the apostle 
describes those justified ones who had en- 
dured trials and lived a life of obedience 
through faith — as waiting for those believera 
who were yet to be gathered in, before they 
could receive the fullness of the promise, and 
be made perfect. It was their part to look 
forward to the " better thing** God had pro- 
vided for the faithftil in the latter days ; and 
in their state of release from the bondage 
and corruption of sin, they compass about the 
body of Christians on earth as a great cloud 
of witnesses; the force of their combined 
testimony to the truth being noted as an in- 
centive to use the most earnest and strenuous 
endeavors to win the same prize that crowned 
their course. From the tenor of many pas- 
sages in Scripture, we are therefore justified 
in believing that the spirits of those who 
" sleep in Jesus'* do watch over the elect in 
this world ; and that a true and indissoluble 
union exists between the members of Christ*s 
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mystical body, both in heaven and upon 
earth, so that those who have entered upon 
their inheritance cannot attain to the per- 
fection to which they are destined, until 
those who yet struggle with the powers of 
evil have also been made " more than con- 
querors through Him that loved them.** 
The same truth shines in the apocalyptic 
visions— whenever the spirits of the redeem- 
ed are mentioned as taking part with angels 
in their exultation at the triumph of the 
church — ^the spouse of the Lamb, who is 
arraying herself in fine linen — ^the righteous- 
ness of saints. 

We know nothing of the condition of the 
spirits of wicked men ; but have no reason to 
suppose they enjoy such high privileges. 
They are spoken of as " in prison f reserved 
to the judgment of the great day ; and 
though it appears probable that they are 
not altogether ignorant of occurrences on 
earth, they can have no such interest as the 
other class in watching the progress of 
events. To them the revolving of the cycle 
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of time can bring but increase of woe ; the 
coming of the day of redemption will be the 
advent of the day of vengeance. We have 
no scriptural ground for believing that they 
are permitted to join the legions of Satan in ac- 
tive opposition to the diflEiision of the gospel. 
How solemn and interesting are the rer 
flections growing out of meditation on this 
subject ! "With what intense sympathy and 
interest must the spirits of the blessed dead 
contemplate the advance of their Christian 
Mends in the path of obedience! What 
encouragement to perseverance, when we 
know that we labor under the scrutiny of so 
vast " a cloud of witnesses !" And what 
comfort may the mourner take to his heart, 
in the thought that he is yet tenderly 
watched over by the loved and lost — ^who 
now sustain to him a new relationship, more 
endearing than the closest ties of kindred or 
friendship — ^being members of the same 
body, and having their eternal glory and 
happiness boimd up with his own in Him 
after whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named ! 
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The Bible informs us of the existence of a 
class of beings, fallen from their original 
estate of purity and happiness, who are 
engaged in active rebellion against their 
Maker, and are under an irreversible doom 
of condemnation. Their relations to man are 
|ihose of cruel and implacable hostility. 
While the glorious exhibition of God's grace 
has borne its triumphs to the outskirts of the 
universe, these proud and defiant spirits have 
maintained a keen and desperate opposition 
to the accomplishment of his purposes. Says 
an eminent divine — " Nor can the record of 
this wondrous history carry forward its 
narrative, without furnishing some transient 
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glimpses of a sublime and superior warfare, 
in which for the prize of a spiritual dominion 
over our species, we may dimly perceive the 
contest of loftiest talent, and all the designs 
of heaven in behalf of man, met at every 
point of their evolution by the counter work- 
ings of a rival strength and a rival sagacity,'* 
In this mighty and unceasing struggle, great 
principles are involved ; on one side zeal for 
the honor and supremacy of God, on the 
other the pride and malignity of those who 
would uproot his government. 

It has been supposed by some learned di- 
vines that the chief of this apostate host, 
while yet unfallen, was appointed to the 
superintendence of this earth at its creation^ 
and that jealousy of the new creature led 
him into rebellion. But this is mere specu- 
lation, in which it is not profitable to indulge. 
It is not necessary for us to know the date or 
the nature of the sin which cost Satan and his 
legions their place in heaven ; to know if any 
portion of God's wrath has been poured out 
upon them, or if as yet they have only the 
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expectation of judgment. It behooves us, 
however, to bear continually in mind the &ct 
of their existence and their concerted plans 
and labors for our destruction ; that we may 
be watchful, and " put on the whole armor 
of God.^ " "We know not if our rebellious 
world be the only stronghold which Satan is 
possessed of, or if it be but the single post of 
an extended warfare that is now going on 
between the powers of light and darkness. 
But be it the one or the other, the parties 
are in array, and the spirit of the contest is 
in ftdl energy, and the honor of mighty com- 
batants is at stake ; and let us therefore cease 
to wonder — ^that the ambition of loftier na- 
tures has here put forth all its desire and all 
its strenuousness.'' 

Intimations are given in Scripture of a 
freedom of access even in heavenly places, on 
the part of evil angels. Satan came among 
the sons of God, when they presented them- 
selves before the Lord. He had walked to 
and fro in the earth at his pleasure. From 
the first temptation, evil spirits have striven 
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for ascendency over human hearts, and for the 
support of their master's kingdom. Satan 
claimed this world when it received the curse 
of its Maker for man's sin, and maintained his 
sovereignty, till the establishment of Messiah s 
empire gave an incurable wound to his supre- 
macy. When he found his infernal art over- 
matched by Divine wisdom, his resistance to 
the progress of the gospel became violent and 
desperate. " We read of a struggle which the 
Captain of our salvation had to sustain, when 
the lustre of the Godhead lay obscured, and 
the strength of its Omnipotence was myste- 
riously weighed down under the infirmities 
of our nature — ^how Satan singled Him out, 
and dared Him to the combat of the wilder- 
ness — ^how all his wiles and all his influences 
were resisted — ^how he left our Saviour in all 
the triumphs of unsubdued loyalty — ^how 
the progress of this mighty achievement is 
marked by every character of a conflict — 
how many of the Gospel miracles were so 
many direct infringements on the power and 
empire of a great spiritual rebellion — how 
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the momentary advantages that were gotten 
over Him, are ascribed to the agency of this 
infernal being, who entered the heart of 
Judas, and tempted the disciple to betray 
his Master and Friend. We know that we 
are treading on the confines of mystery. We 
cannot tell what the battle that He fonght. 
We cannot compute the terror or the strength 
of his enemies. We have not been told how 
they stood in marshalled and hideous array 
against Him; nor can we measure how great 
the firm daring of his soul, when He tasted 
that cup in all its bitterness, which He prayed 
might pass away from Him." — " We cannot 
speak in our own language, but we can say, 
in the language of the Bible, of the days and 
nights of this great enterprise, that it was 
the season of the travail of his soul ; that it 
was the hour and the power of darkness; 
that the work of our redemption was a work 
accompanied by the efforts, the violence, and 
the fiiry of a combat ; by all the arduousness 
of a battle in its progress and all the glories 
of a victory in its termination ;^ and after He 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



APOSTATE SPIBITS. 



159 



called out that it was finislied, after He was 
loosed from the prison-house of the grave, 
after He had ascended up on high, He is said 
to have made captivity captive; to have 
spoiled principalities and powers; to have 
seen his pleasure upon his enemies, and to 
have made a show of them openly.^* 

The struggle is not ended: Satan yet 
works in the children of disobedience, walk- 
ing about to seek whom he may devour ; pur- 
suing the windings of his dark policy, plying 
his deep devices, and employing every art to 
entice and enthraU men to their destruction. 
Scripture revelation on this point is full and 
explicit ; and in the warnings given to arouse 
us into watchfulness against invisible foes, 
the most impressive %ures of mysterious 
might and implacable malice are used. The 
term " devil'' — ^may include the whole army 
of spiritual adversaries, as a name applica- 
ble to all, or as their leader is so called, and 
they being subject to the will of a powerful 
and malignant prince and employed in the 

* Chalmers' Astronomical Discourses. 



Digitized by 



Google 



160 WATCHING SPIEITS, 

execution of liis plans, need not be named in- 
dividually. Whetlier the dominion exer- 
cised by tbeir chief is in virtue of superior 
faculties, in memory of the distinctions 
known in their first estate, or but a tempo- 
rary sway, for the purpose of having their 
united craft and violence directed in the 
manner most effectual for the ruin of our 
race, we know not ; but it cannot be doubted 
that such an organized government does 
exist. We are instructed that these spirits 
surround us unseen ; that they are superior 
to us in knowledge and intellectual faculties, 
and that it is in malignant envy of man that 
their concerted efforts to pervert and destroy 
him are so unceasing. 

These facts, it is true, have been disputed 
by some who aim to appear " wise above 
what is written.'' They have imagined 
Satan an allegorical name for whatever 
opposes the progress of the heavenly king- 
dom ; and have thought the apostle's expres- 
sions should be interpreted of mortal enemies 
— " the Koman authorities, the corrupt Eab- 
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bis, or the heathen priests.'* But any unpre- 
judiced reader mnst admit that this language 
of the Bible cannot be understood as metar 
phorical. The terms applied could be appro- 
priate only to evil spirits ; nor could the acts 
imputed to them be performed by mortals. 
They are said to believe and tremble ; their 
apostacy, and final punishment, are men- 
tioned. The "wicked one'' who beguiled 
the first pair, who had the first murderer 
under his power, who aspired to tempt the 
Son of God by the offer of worldly sover- 
eignty, who is described as the fountain of 
all evil, is represented not only as impeding 
the advance of truth on earth, but as accus- 
ing the saints in the presence of the Most 
High. The popular belief in the existence 
and agency of malevolent spirits, was con- 
firmed by Christ and his apostles. We are 
taught in the most sublimely comprehensive 
of all prayers to pray daily for deliverance 
from the evil one — called also " the prince 
of the power of the air" — " the great dra- 
gon," " the god of this world," and compared 
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in terrible fory to a "roaring lion.^ We 
are directed to regard and fear Satan more 
than his hmnan instruments of wickedness : 
to remember whose counsels are designed to 
draw us from God. Intimation is given of 
the vast number of these busy apostates, 
when we hear of seven— or a whole legion, 
abiding in one human being. The incident 
recorded of the entering of dispossessed 
spirits into the herd of swine, would be con- 
clusive on this subject, were there no other 
proof in Scripture of the reality of their 
existence. This, therefore, cannot be ques- 
tioned, though we are not enabled to discover 
what degree of influence they are allowed to 
exercise, what power they possess over the 
material frame of nature, or by what means 
they communicate with the soul of man. 

When we are exhorted to be " not igno- 
rant of Satan's devices,'' it behooves us to 
consider attentively the record of his agency 
among men, contained in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. It would require a volume to trans- 
cribe all the instances of this ; we shall 
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therefore refer only to a few in wHcli Ms 
interference is clearly described. We may 
trace his malevolent working in the history 
of the chosen nation, evident, where it is not 
plainly declared; as in the murmuring, re- 
bellion and idolatries of Israel, and in the 
hostility of the heathen tribes who opposed 
their march to the promised land. The 
statutes given to the children of Israel 
show that they were perfectly aware of his 
existence: they were forbidden to sacrifice 
to devils, and the most severe penalties were 
denounced against those who had dealings 
with familiar spirits. It is added that be- 
cause of such abominations the Lord had 
driven out the nations of Canaan; and we 
may clearly infer that necromancy was 
widely practised. Thus were Satan's angels 
in intimate intercourse with men, within the 
pale of the visible church, as well as in the 
world lying in heathen darkness. It has 
been conjectured, with reason, that the re- 
sponses of the ancient oracles were given by 
diabolical interposition. The Book of Job 
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opens to us a view of mysteries beyond our 
present capacity to understand, when Satan 
is represented as appearing among the sons 
of God ; coming jfrom his abode — ^the earthy 
to receive permission to afflicj; and tempt a 
righteous man. Other passages are equally 
remarkable : as where Zechariah saw ^^ Joshua, 
the high priest, standing before the angel of 
the Lord, and Satan standing at his right 
hand to resist him :" where the angel who 
instructs Daniel speaks of his contest with 
mysterious powers of evil under the name of 
heathen princes ; where Micaiah's vision de* 
scribes the appearance, in presence of the 
host of heaven, of one who volunteered to go 
forth and be a lying spirit in the mouth of 
the prophets of Ahab ; or where the devil is 
said to have disputed with Michael, the 
archangel, about the body of Moses, it is 
supposed with the view of making the place 
of his burial known to the people, that they 
might be tempted to worship him. 

The evil spirit who planted dissension 
between Abimelech, the son of Gideon, and 
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the men of Shecliem, after the murder of his 
brethren, came to his work by express 
Divine permission; as did the one that 
troubled Saul, when the Spirit of the Lord 
had departed from him. Such instances 
show the malice and the wrath even of wick- 
ed spirits under the control of God, to work 
out his gracious purposes; and that they 
cannot by a single step pass the limits He has 
prescribed to their power. It pleased Him 
for a long time to suffer their abode in the 
midst of his chosen people, inciting them to 
abominable transgressions, and reducing them 
almost to the condition of the Gentile world 
enslaved under their cruel dominion. " They 
sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto 
devils, and shed innocent blood, even the 
blood of their sons and their daughters, 
whom they sacrificed unto the idols of 
Canaan; and the land was polluted with 
blood.'' To such a depth of guilt and 
wretchedness had diabolical cunning, cruelty 
and power sunk the nations who had bowed 
under their yoke ! In the pitiable waste, no 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



166 WATCHING SPIEIT8. 

doubt there were individual instances in 
whiclL Satanic interference wrought scenes of 
wickedness and woe deeper than the general 
level. These fierce enemies of man, trium- 
phant in malignity, had nearly succeeded in 
trampling out all resemblance of the image 
in which he was created, and assimilating 
him to themselves. But their triumph was 
to be changed into terror and discomfiture. 
The advent of the Incarnate Redeemer was a 
fearful overthrow to "the prince of this 
world.'' Into the world Satan claimed as 
his own, in which he and his agents rioted 
in their work of destruction, entered One 
whose mission was " to save that which was 
lost." The fruit of many victories was to be 
snatched from him who had the power of 
death. What marvel that unclean spirits 
evinced such fear at the approach of the De- 
liverer, entreating to be spared, while at the 
same time they acknowledged his irresistible 
power! "Let us alone" — cried the fiend 
commanded to come forth from the victim 
he had possessed ; " what have we to do 
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with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth ! art thou 
come to destroy us ?" The devils permitted 
at that time to enter into men became sub- 
ject to the disciples through the name of 
their Master, who revealed to them, in ex- 
pressive imagery, the change that had taken 
place: "I beheld Satan as lightning fall 
from heaven." But the evil one was resolved 
not to relinquish his usurped dominion with- 
out a struggle, and he ventured to contend 
with the Lord of all worlds for the posses- 
sion of this his revolted province. The most 
daiing and desperate of his enterprises was 
his assault during forty days in the wilder- 
ness, upon the Saviour Himself. He had 
seen in the primitive garden how easily frail 
human nature might be led astray ; he had 
watched during the lapse of centuries the 
progress of human depravity; and in the 
boldness of his malign nature he conceived 
the idea of cutting off every hope of man at 
a single blow. He could not but be aware 
of the true dignity of Messiah's person ; the 
prophecies of former ages were well known 
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to Mm ; he had heard the song of the angels 
at his birth, and the testimony of the Father 
given at his baptism. Yet his presumption 
even aspired to tempt the Lord of glory. 
To Him, by whom heaven and earth subsist- 
ed, he made the proposition to fall down 
and worship his hatefdl self! In view of 
this incredible height of daring, of this 
depth of wickedness, should we not tremble 
for ourselves, e2q)osed to his insidious snares ; 
should we not marvel at the condescension 
of the Redeemer, who stooped to such an 
indignity for our sakes ! 

" Then the devil leaveth Him,'' says the 
sacred record : but he departed not humbled 
by discomfiture, nor less bent on the frustra- 
tion of the Divine purpose of mercy, St. 
Luke says, "he departed for a season." 
Again, at the critical period of his life, the 
Saviour said— "The prince of , this world 
Cometh." When He was betrayed into the 
hands of sinners, the thick gloom that 
gathered around his soul is described in his 
words — " This is your hour and the power of 
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darkness.'' The fall import of these expres- 
sions we know not ; bnt that a travail and 
anguish of soul were implied, far beyond 
our knowledge or conception, cannot be 
doubted. Against Him the fear and hate of 
the infernal host were especially directed ; 
the slightest victory over Him would have 
ensured their final triumph, and his a^ump- 
tion of the inferior nature placed Him within 
the reach of their assaults. These, without 
question, were more violent and deadly the 
nearer approached the dreadftd hour of his 
final suffering ; and who may tell what pre- 
sumptuous hopes may have flashed into being 
in them, when they saw Him forsaken of 
God, and listened to the orphaned cry that 
denoted the mysterious extremity of his 
woe! 

Has not experience, in every age of the 
world, confirmed the assertion of the word 
of God, in respect to the subtlety, potency 
and machinations of the prince of evil? 
Have we not seen, with our own eyes, his 

workings in the children of disobedience ! and 

8 
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is not every Christian a daily snflferer from 
his crafty assaults, his laying hold of every 
natural impulse and inclination of the heart, 
every faculty of the mind, every circum- 
stance in the condition, to disquiet, tempt 
and wound the soul ! Is not every follower 
of Jesus conscious that he needs the warn- 
ing, "Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may devour ?" Is it 
not too evident that he " hath blinded the 
eyes of them which believe not, lest the light 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, shall shine unto them ;" that 
he Cometh, " and taketh away the word out 
of their hearts, lest they should believe and 
be saved" ? This world is still the arena of 
his struggles and his victories, and every step 
the pilgrim takes in his journey towards the 
land of promise is fiercely disputed by ene- 
mies through whom he cannot pass but as a 
conqueror. The air is populous around us ; 
in our lonely hours we are begirt by unseen 
foes, watchful for some unguarded point by 
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whicli the poisoned dart may enter the soul. 
But we may stand against the wiles of the 
devil by putting on the whole armor of God. 
We have a sure refuge, within which the 
adversary can have no advantage over us; 
a strong tower of defence ; even the shelter 
of that name to which aU things in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth do hom- 
age ! 

The enemy who assaulted the Master, did 
not spare the servants. Besides the actual 
possession of men who became victims inca- 
pable of resistance, and the infliction in 
many cases of physical disease and infirmity, 
numerous instances are recorded of the 
agency of Satan in suggesting wicked pur- 
poses, and prompting to evil actions. In the 
New Testament, as in a map, his designs and 
plans are laid open so that we may trace his 
working, and occasionally discern even the 
manner of his operations. Thus we are told 
that he " entered into Judas f an expression 
of fearful meaning, denoting at the same 
time his determination to accomplish his 
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impious enterprise of frustrating the Saviour^s 
mission, and the awful po^^er given him over 
those whom he can lead captive at his will. 
The heart of the false disciple had long been 
an abiding place for the arch-traitor, swept 
and garnished for his reception ; but now in 
a peculiar manner he " entered into" him ; 
controlling every power of the man, physical 
and intellectual, not, as he governed the pos- 
sessed, by resistless force, leaving them no 
moral responsibility — ^but by the sway of an 
acknowledged sovereign over a willing sub- 
ject. How awful the lesson, how salutary 
the warning, conveyed in this portion of the 
sacred narrative ! 

Satan " filled the hearts" of Ananias and 
Sapphira, "to lie unto the Holy Ghost." 
He was entertained as a confederate with 
those who exercised " a spirit of divination," 
and instigated Simon Magus and Elymas in 
their endeavors to injure the gospeL His 
subordinates vexed and distressed those over 
whom they obtained temporary power; 
whom they would have destroyed, had their 
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ability extended so far as to take away life. 
How affecting is the picture of their cruelty, 
in the narrative of the boy who had " a 
dumb spirit;" of the demoniaxj among the 
tombs ; the daughter of the Syro-PhoBnician 
woman ; the woman whom Satan had bound 
eighteen years; the man in the synagogue 
with an unclean spirit, and in many other 
instances ! The evil one had power also to 
afflict for a season the children of God ; and 
how eagerly did he snatch at opportunities 
to execute his machinations against them! 
"Behold," said Christ to the church in 
Smyrna ; " the devU shall cast some of you 
into prison, that ye may be tried ; and ye 
shall have tribulation ten days." Peter fell 
under his power for a time, and how immi* 
nent the peril into which he was led ! His 
generous Master had warned him of his dan- 
ger, and intimated the agency at work to 
accomplish his destruction. " Simon, Simon, 
behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that 
he may sift you as wheat." What a glimpse 
^does this passage afford into the contest 
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waged so mysteriously around and within us, 
between the powers of good and evil, and 
the boldness of the latter, demanding as it 
were, the opportunity of testing the fidelity 
of so zealous a servant ! In this case. Infi- 
nite Wisdom saw good to permit the trial ; 
but its happy termination was ensured by 
the Saviour's intercession. " I have prayed 
for thee — ^that thy faith fail nof 

" Surely in vain is the net spread in the 
sight of any bird.'' And we, in view of the 
appalling revelation made to us of the 
power, the craft, the malice, and the daring 
of the infernal host, with the close contact 
into which we are brought with them during 
our mortal sojourn — ^may well be exhorted to 
" watch." They watch over us for evil ; let 
us " watch and pray, that we enter not into 
temptation." And wWle remembering our 
own weakness, and the height and dignity 
from which these apostates fell — ^we regard 
them with pity and horror, let us render 
humble thanks that, to save us from becom- 
ing their prey, the Son of God abased Him 
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self to endure their utmost violence. With 
the armor He has provided, and under his 
banner, we need not shrink from the conflict, 
though wrestling with principalities and 
powers, and spiritual wickedness in high 
places ; for we strive not in our own strength, 
and are amply furnished with the means of 
securing a triumph. Powerful as Satan is, 
he flies from those who resist him, and faith 
enables the believer to withstand his most 
terrific assaults. "Thanks be to God who 
giveth us the victory, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 
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CONCLUSION. 

Ik view of the interesting subject we have 
briefly considered, one truth must ever be 
borne in mind. We may not depend for 
protection or assistance upon angelic watch- 
ers. God alone is our refuge, help and 
strength. To Him alone must we betake 
ourselves in earnest prayer for needed suc- 
cor; from Him alone must we expect the 
answer to our supplications. The minister- 
ign spirits He sends forth are but instruments 
in his hands for the working of his good 
pleasure. We must beware how we as- 
cribe to them properties which might serve 
as an excuse for putting them in his place. 
We are warranted from Scripture to conclude 






Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CONOLUSIOK, 177 

that ihej have no knowledge of the future, 
except what God has seen fit to reveal for 
special purposes. Nor can we suppose them 
able to read our secret thoughts, though 
their exalted faculties, acquaintance with 
past occurrences, and oj^rtunities of obser- 
vation, may enable them to form accurate 
conclusions respecting the characters or. 
motives of action belonging to individuals. 
It would be daring impiety to attribute to 
them omniscience, or any other attribute of 
the Deity. When our Lord tells us there is 
joy among the angels over one sinner that 
repenteth. He likens it to the rejoicing of 
friends and neighbors called together by one 
who has recovered what he had lost ^ lAke- 
wise I say unto you, there is joy, etc.^ They 
are commissioned and ^^ sent forth to minis- 
ter^ to such as shall be heirs of salvation; 
and those who desire their companionship and 
aid must seek it not from them, but Him 
whose messengers they are, and whose will 
they are swifter than the winds to perform. 

In our warfare against the evil influences 

8» 
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contmnally surroimdiiig us, in oul* 8tn^k9 
against the rebellions tlionglits suggested by 
their busy malignity, we must ask help from 
Him who led captivity captive, and received 
gifts for men. For He has given us an ally 
in whose presence the aggregate powers of 
the infernal host are as nothing. Let Satan 
put forth his utmost strength to assail us ; 
let temptation and trial overwhelm us as 
many waters — deep calling unto deep — ^the 
soul of the Christian may yet look up in con- 
fidence of victory ; for not only does Jesus 
plead his cause in heaven, but the Holy and 
Infinite Spnor, within his own breast, 
^'maketh intercession for him, with groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered.'^ Our Divine 
Saviour had in his mind that which tran- 
scended human thought or expression, when 
He said to his disciples — ^'^It is aspedient 
for you that I go away.^ Unspeakable 
indeed must the gilft needs be, which could 
compensate to his bereaved friends for the 
loss of the joy of his presence, and deeply 
must they have pondered over the myste- 
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rious import of his words, to them incompre- 
hensible, till, the economy of the gospel 
dispensation being complete, on the day of 
Pentecost the sound came like a rushing 
mighty wind, and cloven tongues sat upon 
each, and they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost. Mysterious expression — "filled with 
the Holy Ghost f having the Spirit, as a 
gift, poured out upon them; the Spirit of 
glory and of God resting upon them ; the 
Spirit giving them utterance! Wonderful 
dispensation, introduced by the shedding of 
the precious blood of the Son of God, in 
which the Holy Spirit comes down to dwell 
with men; to enter into the very hearts 
of the dead in sin, and give them a new 
life ; to abide with them in such a manner 
that it may be sidd their " bodies are the 
temples of the Holy Ghost,'' " an habitation 
of God through the Spirit'' How sublime 
and awful, how far beyond mortal apprehen- 
sion is the thought that the soul of man may 
be the chosen abode of the Spirit of God ! 
"Know ye not," says the apostle, "that ye 
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are the temple of Gbd, and that the Spirit 
of Grod dwelleth in you V^ No created spirit 
can enter into such intimate communion with 
another. The possessed of evil spirits were 
unwilling subjects to their sway; the be- 
liever in whom the Eternal Spirit dwells, 
must have all his powers brought into 
subjection unto the obedience of Christ; 
his spiritual essence must be pervaded, per- 
meated and possessed by the love of holiness, 
and sin must be cast out as an abhorrent 
thing ; for "if any man defile the temple of 
God, him shall God destroy.^' We may not 
understand the manner of this mysterious 
conjunction, but its blessed effects may be 
readily discerned in " the fruits of the Spirit ;'' 
and how should we adore the greatness of 
the Father's mercy, who hath bestowed on 
us such a manner of love ! the inelBS&ble 
grace of the Son, who purchased the privi- 
lege for us at an inestimable price ! the 
wondrous condescension of the Spirit, who 
descends to take up his permanent abode 
with us, continually helping our infirmities, 
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when we know not even what we should 
pray for as we ought ! Mighty thought ! 
that in our earnest supplications He mingles 
his own aU-prevaUing intercession; that 
the humblest prayer rising on the wings of 
faith is thus waffced, as in a bright cloud of 
incense, to the throne of God ! 

While we should regard it as a duty to 
ponder on the truth revealed in Scripture for 
our good — ^that our world is populous with 
watching spirits, though unseen, continually 
employed about the concerns of mortals, 
anxiously observant of every part of our con- 
duct, laboring for our ruin or our preserva- 
tion, we should never for a moment forget 
that we are environed by the presence of a 
Spirit Uncreate, whose presence compasseth 
Infinity. Not only in his eternal Omnipre- 
sence is He with us, but in a sense peculiar 
to his gracious manifestation through the 
Eedeemer's work. To believers Christ mani- 
fests Himself, as he doth not unto the world 
Let Christians then be dOigent to " walk in 
the Spirit,'' and to show by their good works 
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and holy conversation tliat their bodies are 
in trath ^the membersof Christ^ Let them 
remember that they are not only ^^ bought 
with a price,'' bat already taken possession 
of as a mansion of grace, by Him who has 
pnrchased them, if so be that they have been 
truly called according to the Divine purpose, 
and are accepted in the Beloved; and let 
them earnestly take heed that by indwelling 
corruption, they "grieve not the Holy Spirit 
of €k)d,'' whereby they " are sealed unto the 
day of redemption.'' 
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